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Legislative Coungil,
Thursdey, 24tk July, 1902.

Question ;: Agriculturnl Areas, Victoria District—
Question : Railwny Bridge, Perth—~ Address-in-reply,
fourth day, conclusion—Adjourrment.

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION--AGRICULTURAL AREAS,
VICTORIA DISTRICT.

Hown.J. M. DREW asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, If any date has been fized
for the hearing of the arbitration cases
between the Government and the former
occupapnts of the pastoral leases in the
Victoria district resumed as agricultural
areas? 2, What has been the cause of
past delay in the matter ? 3, Who has
been appointed to act as arbitrator for
the Grovernment ?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS
replied: 1, No. 2, Negotiations have
been proceeding continuously between
the parties, and there has been no
unnecessary delay. 3, Mr. Sydney
Hosken.

QUESTION—RAILWAY BRIDGE, PERTH.
Hon. G. RANDELL asked tbe
Minister for Lands: Tf he can inform
this House when the contemplated bridge
over the railway at the William street
crossing, Perth, will be commenced.

T MINISTER FOR LANDS
replied: Plans are well advanced, and it
is hoped that the Government will be in
a position to eall for tenders in abyut one
month from date.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
FOURTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.

Hon. R. LAURIE (West}: It is not
my intention to take up the time of the
House at great length. T desire ta
indorse what all the previous speakers
have said in regard to that which is con-
tained in paragraphs 1, 2, and 5. With
respect to paragraph 6, I should like to
say I am exceedingly pleased to know
thut Mr. Walter James has become
Premier of the State. I feel satisfied
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" that any action or measure which Mr.
James may introduce in connection with
the administration of the affuirs of the
country will be brought forward with
honesty of purpose. In regard to para.
grapbhs 8 and 9, I can ooly say that I
excecdingly regret to see that Mr. James,
on entering upon the Premiership of the
State, has bad to approve of the appoint-
ment of Mr., William J. George a8 Com-
missioner of Railways of Western Auns.
traliz. I also take exception to the
appointment from the fact that, if it was
thought any change was necessary, that
change ought not to have taken place
until Parfiament had had an opportunity
of passing a measure for the appointment
of a board of commissioners. I say this
with a deep grasp of the trouble that
may be occusioned by the appointinent of
Mr. George as Commissioner, becanse it
weans that in the event of Parliament
not passing a measure for the appoint-
ment of a board of commissioners, there
can only be one position for Mr. George
to take up, that of General Manager of
Railways for Western Australia. The
appointment of Mr. George as Commis-
sioner before a measure is passed pro-
viding for a board, means that Mr,
George will be chairman of that body if
a board of commissioners is decided
upon. T had some exzperience on the
board which was appoioted to inquire
into certain charges in conunection with
the late manager of the railways, and I
amn perfectly satisfied, if a Bill be passed
providing that Parliament have power
to control the rates and to deal with all
questions involving the interests of the
railway servants of the State,if that is
taken away from the Commissioners of
Railways and left to Parliainent, it can
only result in the same chaos which
exrsted previously, and which led to the
charges being laid against Mr. John
Davies, The charges which were laid
against Mr. John Davies could not be
fairly or honestly brought against him,
because whenever a question of milway
management, or a question whether the
General Manager ought to be called into
question or should be dealt with arose,
it was found that the General Manager
could not deal with the question, because
the Minister was the person who ought
to have been charged, and nol Mr. John
Davies. Again when charges were laid



Address-in-reply ;

against Mr, Davies, as Traffic Manager,
Mr. Short shonld have been the officer
charged. Coasvquently the Commission
could not give that finality to the pro-
ceedings which they would or could have
given if the general management of the
railwavs bad not been connected with the
Commissioner. T say fearlessly, if the
Gtovernment in the measure they bring
forward provide that Parliament shall
control the rates, then it is only u farce
to appoint three Commissioners, because
no man can control any business, if any-
one else can step in nnd say that what he
‘has done is not right. How cun the
Commissioners who are going to deal
with the largest asset of the State control
affairs if Parliament can interfere with
them ? I say this is the lurgest asset of
the State, because six years ago the
railway revenue amounted to £6563,000,
while to the 30th Jume this year
the railway revenue was £1,500,000.
I ask the question of any bon. member,
or of any commercial man outside the
House, is it fair that a ’prentice hand
should be put to control any business,
and particularly one of such magnitude,
to learn that business at the expense of
the Btate? 1 say emphatically, no.
There has been too much of that kind of
thing. TLet us go a little farther. My
George is appointed. I am aware that
Mr. George is a good business man,
that he is a pushing business man, or a
strong busipess man, as it is termed.
{MempER: Very strong.] At the same
time, I have my own opinion as to Mr.
Gteorge’s tact in the conduet of business.
I have had experience of Mr. George's
conduct of business. Hon. members
know that it is the tactful nan, as a rule,
who gets along best in business; not the
blustering man., When a person comes
into bis office with a grievance, the Lusi.
ness man makes that person leave feeling
that he, the busipess man himself, is the
one uggrieved. The man who tries to
bluster and DLluff is not, as a rule, suc-
cessful. We are all Britishers; and
when a man begins to bluster, we respond ;
and business consequently does not
result. I have not a word to say against
Mr. George; but I do maintain if the
Government wanted a railway manager,
they should have got a railway manager.
If they wanfed a pushing Lusiness man
a8 Commissioner to assist the manager,
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then Mr. George might have come
in. But the Government should have
appointed even such a Commissioner only
after Parliament bad consented to the
appointment. As a member of the Jobn
Davies Inquiry Board, I can assure the
House the mam difficulty we had to con-
tend with lay in the circumnstance that
we could not separate the General
Manager from the Commissioner. And
here I may point out that the Commis-
siomer at any time inay be the Cowmis.
sioner of o month. His case may be like
that of my friend Mr. Moss, who was
Colonial Secretary for a month.

Hox. M, L. Moss: Oh,don’t rub it in!

Hox. R. LAURIE: I am not rubbing
it in. That is the position. The pro-
posal is that the biggest asset of the
State shall henceforth be handled in a
mabner different from that which has
obtained so far. But I do not see how
any Commissioner or Board of Commis.
sioners can be held responsible for the
management of the railways, if such
matters as the fixing of the rates and
the organisation of the wen are to remain
with Parliament. As to the organisation
of the men, all of us who have had to
handle labour, and large bodies of labour,
year in and year out, know that the
working man has the greatest respect for
the employer who can tell him what he
ought to do. Mr. George now holds the
position of Commissioner of Railways,
and he will have to wake the railways
pay. Therefore, in the first place he
will have have to fix rates. I am told by
some of my friends, in this connection,
that Mr. George will bhave under bim
officers who will assist him ; buf we know
that when a man is newly appoioted to
the munagement of u business, the officers
under him in that business do not neces-
sarily entevtain a feeling of personal
loyaliy to him. They think to them-
selves that they are paid ouly for doing
certain parts of the work, and they regard
themselves as only a part of the machine.
Consequently, the new manager bas to
learn the business practically unassisted.
To turn now to a financial aspect of the
appointment, we all know that in mo
part of the world, and particalarly not in
America or England, would £1,000 be
stinted to procure a good man for the
manggement of .a big business. To
manage an undertaking which handles a
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revenue of £1,500,000 annually, the best
man optainable ought to have been got—
the best ynan, not a "preutice hand, not a
man who would find himself called on to
control something be had not controlled
before. With all due respect to Mr.
George, I maintain that while he may
have mmanaged the Rockingham railway,
and while he may have suinerintended the
construction of the Portland-Warrnam.
bool and other Victorian lines, his duties
amounted only to the charge of eertuin
gangs of men. In his present position,
however, he is called on to control rates
and make the railways pay. Moreover,
the railway management is now faced
with the question of an eight-hours day.
At the same time, I say, however—and
I say it advisedly—that while the
water supply to the railway costs £30,000
last year, in this ensuing year, with
the advent of the Coolgardie Water
Scheme, it will not cost £10,000. The
facilitationof water supply means also that
the trucks which we have seen going
backwards and forwards along the
Eastern Qoldfields line, carrying tanks,
will be released; the engines hauling
those trucks will likewise be released ; and
there is not the slightest doubt that now
the question is simply one of working the
railways in such a manmner as to make
them pay. The traffic 13 increasing; yet
I have no hesitation in saying thuat to-day
and yesterday there were hundreds of
trucks lying idle at Fremantle. When
the railway sheds asked for by the ¥re-
mantle people, who knew something of
the subject, were at last built—after we
had patiently waited four or five years for
them—the opening of those sheds released
at least 500 trucks for traffic on the rail-
ways. Had the sheds been built when
the people who had a knowledge of the
matter asked for them, those 500 trucks
would have been available for traffic years

[COUNCIL.]

a,g%[(m. M. I. Moss: The department
built the sheds, but kept them shut up.
How. A. LAURIE: T shall denl with
that matter presently. I now turn to the
question of organising the men. To my
mind, if the railways of Western Aus-
tralia ever wanted an organiser, it is at |
the present time. We all know that the |
rzilway employees from ome end of the |
service to the other say they do not know I
where they stand, they do not know how !
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they are. There is not among the rail-
way servants that esprit de corps which
ought to exist. The men simply get their
eight hours in. I do not deny, of course,
that there are plenty of good men in our
railway service; but there is no organisa-
tion. No ruilway servant knows where
he will be to-day or tu.-morrow: at any
moment he may find a man jumping over
his head, without his knowing the reason
why. There is no grading, no organisa-
tion, and consequently there is no desire
on the part of the men to do well to.day
because they may hope 10 be advanced
to-morrow. Moreover, if a railway ser-
vant tells the truth about an accident in
the service, he is Liable to be fined two
days’ or perbaps a week's pay, or even to
be discharged. Ihave personal knowledge
of cases where accidents happened at
Fremantle, resulting possibly in a few
pounds’ loss to the department: some-
thing may have fallen oif a truck, or over
the side. Acecidents in which my own
business was concerned have occurred,
and I bave made a claim for the amount
of the loss, since, if I did not recover
it from the Railway Department, I should
have had to pay it out of my own pocket.
When in such cases a railway employee
was honest enough lo admit that an
accident did occur, the man has been
fined a week’s pay ; indeed, a man was
dismissed altogether, in one instance.
‘What can the public expect when such a
state of affairs exists 7 I have said
repeatedly, I say now, and I shall say
repeatedly, that when a servant is honest
encugh to own np to an accident, he is
not to be blamed, and certainly not to he
discharged, but rather is to be com-
mended for his honesty. We know that
accidents will happen, and, as business
men, we allow a certain percentage for
losses caused by accidents. Viewing the
circumstanees of the Railway Depart-
ment at the present time, I maintain that
the man needed to control the depart-
ment is one who has risen from the
ranks and has had a thoroughly good
training in all branches of railway ser-
vice. However, an appointment has been
made, and I can only trust and believe
that Mr. George—there is no doubt he
will hear what has been said by members
of both Houses regarding his appoint-
ment—will use every endeavour to fill
the office to which be has been appointed.
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I do not propose to touch on every para- .

graph of His Excellency’s Speech; but I
must deal with one paragraph which,
while it affects Fremantle in particular,
treats of a matter of national importance.
L refer to paragraph 13:—

The Fremantle Harbour Works are now
advanced to such a stage that the business
management of the completed portions shounld
be placed in the hands of a harbour board, and
a Bill will be introduced with that object.
Similar arrangements are contemplated as
early as practicable for Albaay, Geraldton, and
Bunbury,

Many members of this House probably
do not know what are the functions of a
harbour board. When I went to school
—a good many years ago—on the River
Clyde, whence I come, one could
almost walk across the top of that
river. To-day, under the management of
a trust, the largest ships afloat can
pass up and down that river. Tt is man-
aged by a trust from ifs upper reaches
right down to (3reenock. The river has
been made navigable for all classes of
vessels, and every kind of accommodation
18 provided. Ishould explain that accom-
modation is provided not only for ship-
ping, but also for the public, who can
travel backwards and forwards in penny
steamers owned by the harbour trust and
plying from the upper to the lower reaches.
Perhaps I may be pardoned if I takeupa
little of the time of the Housein describ-
ing the functions of a harbour board, as
distinet from a marine board. If a board
is to be appointed to take charge of the
Fremantle Harbour, hon. members will
not I trust, believe the Fremantle com-
munity to be sufficiently parochial to
demand that the board should consist
ouly of Fremantle werchants or Fre-
mantle residents. The Fremantle Har-
bour is a national work. Perhaps hon.
mewmbers will allow me to point out what
exactly I mean by @ national work. The
Fremantle Harbour has, no doubt, been
constructed by the State of Western Aus-
tralia for the purpose of bringing the mail
steamers to Fremantle. It has been
built in order to make of Fremantle the
Brindisi of Australia. I trust the har-
bour board to be ereated will be a nominee
board ; that is to say, that its members
will be pominated by the Government;
and I hope at least two members of the
board will be men possessiog a thorough
knowledge of what the functions of a
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harbour board are. The other members
might be nominated at the instance of
the Government, or at the mvitation of
the Government,by Perth and Fremautle;
and those members should be good busi-
ness men. When the harbour board is
formed, its duties and functions will be
to provide a good harbour, an up-to-date
harbour, such a harbour as will he in the
nature of an inducement o owners all
over the world to send their ships bere.
The aim of the board should be to accom-
modate ships at the least possible cost to
the owner, and, farther, to deliver goods
to the consignee at the lowest possible
cost, I may point out that the funclions
of the board will not be to provide Fre-
mantle with a revenue for the purpose of
building up its harbour. While the board
must raise revenue sufficient to cover the
cost of working the harbour, interest on
capital, and sinking fund, its fuuctions
will also he to see that the ports of
Buobury, and Geraldton, the North-
Western ports, and also the Southern
port of Albany

Hon. C. E. DempsTER : And Esper-
anece.

Hox. B. LAURIE: And Esperance,
if you like—io see that all those ports
are placed on exactly the same footing as
Fremantle with respect to the cost of
wharfage. That is to say, seeing that a
mail steamer cannot call at Bunbury or
Geraldton, the harbour board should
gee that the Bunbury or Geraldton mer-
chant who receives his goods at the part
of Fremantle pays only the same wharfage
a8 if the vessel bad gone to Bunbury or
Geraldton. 1t comes to this: one of the
functions of the harbour board will be to
see that justice is meted out to everyone.
Bringing ships to Fremantle Harbour
and giving the merchant his goods at the
same wharfagerate will place the merchant
at Bunbury on a par with the merchant
at Premantle, and so on. That will be one
of the functions of the harbour board. If
you have a properly constituted body
who know how to manage a harbour,
they will bring about another improve.
ment. Ships coming to Fremantle will
then remain there four or five days, and
in that time with the facilities provided
a vessel will discharge from three thou-
sand to four thousand or five thousand,
tonz of cargo. At the present time,
owing to the dual control and the anti-
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quated manner in which cargo is handled, |

to discharge thut amount of cargo from a
ship will fake three or four weeks.
Under present conditions merchants are
paying 32s. 6d. or 33s. a ton, and ino
sorme cases 45s. and 60s. a ton, for goods
landed at Fremantle, as against 13s. to
30s. a ton paid for goods landed in the
Eastern States. When n ship comes to
Fremantle it has to lie so long in port
that the ship-owner puts up the rates
The expenses of a large ship are from £80
to £100 a day, therefore the owner has
to guard the interests of the vessel when
be comes to Fremantle.  With the
facilities offered by a properly constituted
board at Fremantle, merchants will
receive their cargoes at the same rates
that merchants in Melbourne or in
Sydney receive their goods. Merchants
will tell you that, owing to the high
freightsfrom Burope, they can obtain their
heuvy lines of goods from Sydney at aless
rate than if goods are landed here direct.
That has in a measure been knocked
upon the head lately becanse inter-State
freights are higher now, for these are
the days of combines and nnderstandings.
But merchants in the past have found
that heavy lines of goods can be sent to
Sydney from Europe and be brought on
here by the coastal vessels cheaper than
if the goods were obtuined from London
direct to Fremantle. We have been
building up a harbour, and ever gince the
barbour started thers has been no fixed
plan. We have been building wharves,
and the Engineer-in-Chief had his ideas
how the wharvesshould be worked. His
ideas were up-to-date as to the fixing of
electric cranes, or hydraulic cranes, and
the laying of the rails. But the Govern-
mwent saw fit—and I agree with the Gov-
ernment. of the day, they were quite right
—t0 save the expenditure of £70,000 or
£80,000. The rails were laid, but they
have been covered over to allow the
wharves to be used in a different manner
from that proposed at first, and sheds
have now been bwilt there. 1f a board
had been appointed previous to the build-
ing of the present sheds, we should not
have scen the buildings erected in the
manner they have been: there would
have been a saving to the Government of
half the cost of the present sheds. Not
only that, but the facilities for working
would have been much better. IndeedI
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can tell the Houge that when a cargo
leaves a ship’s side it has to go to a shed
which is 146 feet away, to deliver into
the cars.  There is no place in Australia
where the distance is half so great. To
take the goods 166 feet means double
labour and double cost; and the mer-
chant here is made to pay more for his
goods than he ought to pay at the
present fime. I have no hesitation in
saying that the three sheds erected at
Fremantle are giving the Government a
revenue of £500 amouth, The wharfage
charge is 8s. 6d. a ton; the Goverument
provide the shed, and the whole of the
work is done at the expense of the mer-
chant, who has to pay 1s. 3d. for the
handling of the cargo, being the 2s. 3d.
paid into the revenue of the State for
the use of the shied so that the ship may
lay alongside. I have no hesitation in
saying that when the harbour is banded
over to a board, that body, if it is the
board I think it ought to be, will shape
out the wharves that are required and
the sheds that are required, and will
reduce the eost to the merchant by a very
considerable amount indeed, in rates and
charges. I am satisfied that T shall be
found te be correct in saying that in
twelve months from the formation of a
harbour trust in Fremantle, goods will
be delivered at that port at 10s. « ton
less than they are landed there at the
present time. The question bas been
debated as to whether the sliding scale
should be abolished, and I wish to touch
on that subject very lightly, I can
scarcely see how mmembers of the Legis-
lature in this State could ask that the
sliding scale should be abolished at the
present time. I way take a different
view from most members, but not two
years ago we were in the throes of a
federal election, and it was u question
whether this State should join the Com-
monwealth or not. Purt of the agree-
went made in connection with joining
was that there should be a sliding scale.
At the present time the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate are clutching
one another by the threat as to what
the tariff should be. I ask members, if
the sliding scale i3 abolished, is it fair,
having got the people of this State to
join the Commonwealth, that one of the
conditions should he ruthlessly thrown on
one side. I say it is not fair or honest.
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Let us at least be honest; let us see
what the duties imposed will be before
we cousider whether we should do away
with the sliding scale. If we can see our
way to abolisk it, by all weans let us do
s0. [ shall hail with delight the aboli-
tion of the sliding seale, but not before
we see if we can do withbout the revenue.
Before the tariff is fixed up by the Com-
monwealth it is distinetly unfair to ask
that we should break the agreement made
when we entered Federation.

Hown. R. G. Burees: Long before that
it was agreed.

Hon. R. LAURLE : It may have been
long before thut, but I only mention the
time when we entered the federation. 1
pass on to a question that materially
affects this State, the redistribation of
seats; und I ask members if they feel
satisfied that the Government are earnest
in their desire for reform, and will bring
a measure before the House such as that
indicated by Mr. James in his specch in
the Town Hall,
a measure, and I say it emphatically. It
is a matter of indifference to me whether
I awm here or not—my time could be
spent better in my own busivess than
here—but I will say that I shall not vote
for a measure such as that indicated by
Mr. James. I am prepared to show my
desire for reform, and if the Ministry
wish reform, then T am willing to agree
10 # reduction of the membership of this

I shall not vole for snch |
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of pounds saved and no necessity for the
so-called reform. If the Premier of this
State brings forward a measure showing
that he is honest in his intention for
reform, on the terms which I have pointed
out, then I will vote for it. There iz a
wave passing through the Eastern States
in favour of reform. I have no hesita-
tion in saying that reform is required in
South Aunstralia. The legislation passed
in that State for many years has retarded
the country to such an extent that at
the present time they are looking round

. to see how they can get revenue, and what

House if it is proportionate with the .

rveduction made in another place. That
will show whether the Government are
earnest in their desire for reform. Let
the Governnent reduce the number of
members in the other House to 36, and
lei them reduce the number of members
of the Ministry to four. If they do that
it will show they are earnest in their
desire to save money ; but to reduce the
membership of this House by ten and
that of the other House by four is not
the way 1o save money. It will be a
paltry sum, as pointed out by Mr. Moss.
The aim of the Leake Government was
administration, and I take it that this
State at the present time does not want
legislation: what it wants is adminis-
tration. If the members of the Ministry
will pay more attention to the administra-
tion of affairs, if they will pay more atten-
tion to see thattbe promises they have made
are carried out, there will be thousands

form of taxation they can impose. We
are not in that condition. Our popula.
tion is growing by leaps and bounds, and
our revenue is increasing. What we
want now is administration, not legisla-
tion. Tf the Premier is honest and if
the Ministry are honest in their desive
for reform, let a measure be introduced
for a reduction of members in the lower
House to 36 and in this House to 21. If
the Government will do that, I shall vote
for the Bill, and we shull see that the
Ministry are earnest in their desire. If
they do mnot, I shall vote dead against
the reduction to 44 and to 21. I holdly
state that, for it is only fair that the
people who send us here should kmow
what we intend to do, and we should give
reasons for the manner in which we vote.
It has been mentioned by Sir Edward
Wittenoom and by Mr. Drew that we
should subsidise steamers on the coast to
carry cattle from the North-West. I am
dead against subsidies of that class.
‘Where there is business to be done there
is enterprise to meet it, and I go farther.
In paragraph 19 of the Speech it is stated
that provision will be made for a dock at
Fremantle. Build that dock, and you
subgidise every steamship in Western
Australia to the extent of £1,500

annum. I will show how that will be
brought aboui. At the present time
there are about five steamers engaged in
carrying cattle in the North-West trade.
I will instance one steamer, the Tangier,
belonging to Connor, Doherty, and Co.
All ships have to undergo a yearly exami-
nation or they are not allowed to trade.
That iz necessary for the safety of life
and of the ship. That being the case,
any vessel employed on the North.-West
coast, or the South-West coast, has to
proceed to the Eastern States for an
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annual overhanl. To take a ship to
the Eastern States and bring it back
again cannot be done under a cost of
£1,000. That is a clear subsidy of
£1,000 to the shipowner trading on
the North - West coast, if we provide
a dock for his vessels at Fremantle.
Farther, a ship has to run for 12 months
before she will incur that expeunse of
£1,000. It is known to every shipping
man, ahd no doubt to hon. members
generally, that after a ship bas been in
the water for three months its bottom
becomes foul, and that as a result of that
fouling the ship, instead of using 10 tons
of coal per day, will use first 12 and
eventually as much as 15 tons. Conse-
quently, if we provide the means of
docking there will be a saving of at least
£500 or £600 per annum to be wade by
docking a ship every six months instead
of every 12 months; and the more fre-
quent docking will effect an apnual
saving of £500 or £600 in the coal bill.
There is no doubt of it. I may tell hon.
members that whbeu, about 10 years ago,
I was sent to this Stale to manage the
affairs of a certain company which had
four or five steamers running on the
North-West coast, I felt myself called on
to consider closely whether instead of
sending the ships for docking purposes
to one of the Eastern States I should not
send them to Singapore. Hou. members
will readily see that the sending of a
steamer to Singapore meant a dead loss,
because there would be freight neither to
nor from that port. There was the
farther consideration that if sent to
Singapore, the ship would be far away
from where those most interested could
supervise the repairs. Therefore the con-
struction of a dock at Fremantle is
gquivalent to an immediate and direct
subsidy to the shipowner. I think I
have made it perfectly clear that the
shipowner will derive great practical
benefit from a dock. Mr. Doherty, of
Messrs. Connor and Doherty, assured the
members of the Chamber of Commerce
yesterday that such were the absolute
facts. I believe I have succeeded in
convincing ithe Chambers of Commerce
that the reason I have stated in itseif
affords good ground for the construction
of a dock. Now let me point out the
advantages of such a dock to the State as
a whole. The possession of the dock by
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Fremantle would mean that the port
would be on the highway from the
Bastern States to India, to England, and
indeed one may say to all parts of the
world, and that it would alse be on the
highway from all parts of the world to
the Eastern States.

How. M. L. Moss: We have beard that
expression about the highway, before.

Hox. R. LAURIE: Yes; probably.
The hon. member, however, is not as
large as some of the bighway-men I liave
seen. The expression hus, no doubt,
been used; but still I may say the geo-
graphical position of Fremantle places it
on the world’s highway. At the present
moment there are at Fremantle two ships
which, if docking accommodation were
available, would be placed in dock, and
the probability is that each of those ships
would leave an amount of £1,500 or
£2,000 in Fremuntle, A couple of
months ago, there arrived at Fremantle
two ships with broken shafts; one ship
bad lost its propeller, and in the case of
the other, the propeller was falling off
when the boat arrived at the port. Had
docking accommodation been available,
both those vessels would have been
docked here, and, as a result, from
£1,000 to £2,000 would have been circu-
lated in Fremantle by each ship. Those
amounts would have been spent with the
local tradesmen, such as engineers, hoiler
makers, and others. I contend that
undoubtedly a dock at Fremantle will
pay. Probably Ministers feel some
degree of uncertainty as to whether the
time lLas arrived when the prospective
returns will justify the building of a
dock. My conviction is that if it is pro-
posed to comstruct a suitable dock at
Fremantle, the British Government will
subsidise the work. The British Gov-
ernment are certain to subsidise a dock at
such an important point as Fremantle.
There is no dock capable of taking a
warship of the size prevailing, between
Singapore, Sydney, and the Cape of Good
Hope. The State of Victoria is now
expending a sum of £260,000 in the
enlargement of its Alfrel Dock. Tn
Sydney private enterprise is building u
dock capable of taking in a ship 800 feet
long,

Hon. B. G. Burars: Why did not
private enterprise build it at Frewantle?
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Hon. R. LAURIE: The hon. mem-
ber asks why private capitalists did not
build a dock at Fremantle. In veply, I
inay peint out to the hon. member that
Frewmantle has not yet arrived at Sydney’s
slage of development. The State of
Western Australia, if one way be per-
mitted to say so—and it is, in a broad
sense, absolutely correct—is not yet
15 vears old. In less than 15 years
the population of Western Australia bas
increased from about 36,000 or 40,000
to over 200,000. Sydney, on the other
hand, is pre-eminently the largest ship-
ping port of Australia, and has behind
it an Immense country which has been
largely developed, The State of New
South Wales 1s singularly fortunate in
possessing a harbour like that of Sydney.
One of the results of its good fortune 1s
that private enterprise has been able,
within the last 40 or 50 years, to build
not vnly one, but three docks, at Sydney.
At the same time, I have to remind hon.
members that the largest dock Sydney
possesses is the Government dock situated
on Cockatoo Island. That is at present
the only dock in Awustralia capable of
tuking 10 a warship, and it is controlled
by the State. From what I have said it
follows that Western Australia is in
exactly the same position as New South
Wales. We are now about to get a State
dock, and no doubt in due time we shall
bave smaller docks and slips owned hy
private persons. I trust that when the
time does come, we shall have business
for these private docks and slips. Mean-
while, 1 think it is the duty of the State
to build a dock such as I have described.
When that dock is built, I am perfectly
satisfied suflicient business will be brought
to the port, by reason of the presence of
the dock, to return interest on the capital
cost. Even, however, if the dock does
not pay directly, the money left behind by
the ships repaired at the dock will be
quite sufficient recoropense to the country;
that is, regarding the matter from a broad,
national standpoeint.

Hox. R. G. BurceEs: What is to be
the cost ?

Hox. R. LAURIE: The question of
cost is entirely one——
Hox. M. L. Moss: Don’t give your

eatimate now: you way be paid for giving
it later on.
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Hox. R. LAURIE: At the present
moment we do not know to what extent
the Imperial Government will be pre-
pared to subsidise a dock. It will be
entirely a matter for the Ministry to say
what description of dock is to Le built.
I would, however, urge on the Govern-
ment and thie public that the dock to be
built should bLe large enough to take in
not only the largest vessels coming to
Fremantle, but also any of the cruisers
which may visit the port. 1 urge,
farther, that before the dock is built,
before even plans are drawn up, the Im-
perial Government should be approached
and asked to what extent they will be
prepared to subsidise a dock such as will
answer their requirements. Then, when
the amount of the subsidy is known and
the probable revenue from the dock, out-
side those sources of revenue which private
people will enjoy, has been computed, I
bave not the slightest doubt it will be
recognised that from its very inceplion
the dock will pay interest and working
expianses, and provide a sinking fund as
well. ’

Horn. W. MaLey: Albany is the only
place suitable for a dock,

Hon. B. LAURIE: I have not the
slightest doubt that Albany is suitable
for a dock; but, still, one cannot alter
the geographical position of a country.
One cannot shift the trade of Western
Australia down to Albany.

Hon. W. Mavrey: It all passes Albany.

Hox. RB. LAURIE: No doubt. But,
unfortunately for Albany, the population
of Western Australia is at this end of the
conntry.

Hon. M. L. Moss: The trade passes
Eucla, too.

How. R. LAURIE: I did not intend to
dwell longer on the motion now before
the House, but Mr. Brimage has invited
me to give some information about marine
hoards. I was one of five gentlemen—
I wish to call the attention of the Minister
to this fact—who were asked to sit in
Fremantle as members of a Royal Com-
mission appointed by Sir Jobn Forrest
to inguire into the working of marine
boards, with a view to consolidation of
the Shipping Acts of Wostern Australia.
The functions of a mar.ne board, I may
mention, are in rega d to sea matlers
pretty much what the functions of the
Board of Trade are in England : the two
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cages are practivally on all-fours, The
members of the commission held some 20
gittings. We had before us the whole of
the Marine Board Acts of the various
States ; we had all our experience to guide
us; and as the result of our work we had
a report drawn up and all but ready for
presentation. Then the chaitmun of the
commission was advised—I believe by
the then Government—simply to hold no
farther meetings. The result was that
the labour of those five commissioners
was absolutely wasted. We had a measure
almost ready for the Government drafts-
man, aml [ venture to say that the
advice we were prepared to tender to the
Government would have resulted in such a
Shipping Aect as would have been a
pattern for the other States to imitate,
since we had selected from the Acts of
those other States their best features,
We had profited by the good experience
of one State, and by the troublous ex-
perience of another. However,  after
some 20 sittings devoted to the subject
by business men well up in shipping
watters, a request was made that the
whole matier should drop. T consider it
u disgrace 1o Wostern Australia that
there should be no marine board, and
another disgrace to this State that its
shipping laws should be in their present
condition. A shipmaster who has trouble
with his vessel in Western Australia is
brought up before a preliminary court,
at which charges are made; then the
functionary who presided in the pre-
liminary court and framed the clarges
there.

Hom. M. L. Moss: And who prose-
cuted.

Hor. R. LAURIE: Aund who prose-
cuted, afterwards sits in judgment on
the captain. Such a state of tbings is
absolutely wrong. A mwun who frames
charges against a captain after a hearing
in the preliminary court, and thea prose-
cutes the captain, is bound to find the
captain guilty. There is no getting
away from that.

How. M. L. Moss: The “City of
York ” case was quite enough.

How. B. LAURIE : I have referred to
no ship in particular; but I maintain
that gross injustice is frequently done to
professional men. The master of a
steamer or a sailing vessel should not be
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placed in such 2 position. He has spent
four years’ time at sea, and has probably
also spent years in u training ship before
going to sea, and he has gradually
worked his way up the ladder, with the
result that when he comes to Western
Australia he 18 brought before a board
which, knowing absolutely nothing about
shipping matters, cancels his certificate,
or takes it away from him for, say, six
months. Really, it would be far better
for the captain to be sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment; because de-
priving bhim of his certiticate means
taking uway his bread-and-butter, It is
a disgrace thut we have no marine
board. One of the reasons adduced for
not proceeding with the labours of the
Royal Commission, I afterwards heard,
was that the Federal Government would
take the matter up. I cousider Western
Australia to be in a better position than
the Federal Governnent to manage its
own harbours, lighthouses, and buoys; at
any rate, Western Australia should have
some representation in the matter when
these things are under the control of the
Federal Government. But West Aus-
tralia, instead of being given represen-
tation, will have noue ; since the Federal
Government will send over men from the
other side to do that which our own
citizens are capable of doing. I shall
not take up the time of the House
longer. T trust that during the session
now hbetore us every measure reaching
this Chamber from another place will
have its due meed of attention, and be
dealt with in a just and honourable
manner.

Hor. W, 1. LOTON (East): After
being away from the arena of political
life for some time, obe is apt to get a little
bit rusty on political subjects. Mewmbaers
will, no doubt, be glad to hear that it is
not my initeption to address them at
length on this occasion. I think we are
agreed on several of the first paragraphs
of the Speech: they contain matters not
of a debatable character. I think I wmay
say also that the whole of the members
of the House will agree with the senti-
ments expressed therein. We could
have all wished, I am sure, that the intel-
ligence conveyed in the first portion of
theSpeech had been of a more encouraging
character. Sdll, we have to take life us
we find it, and the wisest course is to
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make the best of it. T am in accord with |
the sympathetic remarks which bave fallen
from the various mewbers, particularly
from the leader of the House, in connec-
tion with the matters dealt with in the
paragrapbs referred to. And where we
see there is an opportunity of rejoicing,
I also agree with the remarks made in
regard to those events. This Speech is
of fairly good length, but after reading it,
not particularly critically, I fail to see
that there is any very distinet or definite
policy therein, At the same time there is
reference made to several measures of
importance which the Government pro-
pose to deal with. Some very stringent
criticisms have been passed not only upon
the Glovernment, but upon the person the
Government have seen fit to appoint to
the position of Commissioner of Railways.
It does, no doubt, look somewhat strange
to members that, after the railways had
been under aciing management and Par-
linment for nearly the whole of last year,
almost immediately Lefore Parliament is
meeting an important position should be
filled. But 1 suppose, in the interim, the
Grovernment, knowing it was their duty to
appointsome person or persons toa position
of this kind, had been looking about to find
a person whom they considered suitable.
While I ain not going to commit myself
to one side or the vther, becanse we shall
bave an opportunity of dealing with the
question when « certain Bill is brought
before us, I am rather inclined to con-
gratulate the Government on their action
than to condemn them. I commend them
because they have taken upon themselves
the responsihility, before meeting Parlia-
ment, of appointing a person to this
position. The Government surely have
not gone bevond their constitutional
powers in this direction; and as to
whether the man whe has been appointed
to the position is to be a success or not, I
am not prepared tosay. But the gentle-
man is possessed of several qualifications
which should, to a great extent, fit him
for a position of this kind. And T am
bound to say. from my knowledge of the
gentleman, if he is given fair.play and a
fair opportunity, I believe we shall see a
considerable improvement in the general
management of the ruilways in a very
short time,

Hown. M. L. Moss:

That is rather
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Hown. W. T. LOTON : I do not think
so. I have already said I think the
Government have kept within their con-
stitutional pewer in appointing a Com-
missioner of Railways. I was rather
surprised to bear the hon. member, the
legal member who sits next to the leader
of the House (BMr. Moss), express an
opinion te the contrury the other day.

Hox. R. G. Boraezes: Cheap advice.

How, W. T. LOTON: If that hon,
member looks into the question, I do not
think he will find that the Government
have e¢xceeded their rights at all. If
they had gone beyond, and had appointed
iwo other Commissioners, I think they
would have “put their foot” into it
certainly ; but no doubt the Govern-
ment cousidered very fully the power
they had, and have gone as far as they
thought they could do and no farther.
They have left it to Parliasment to say
whether thereshall be more Commissioners
or not. At the present time, without
pledging myseif one way or the other, I
sm inclined to think we can do better
with one Commissioner than with three,
becanse it will be & saving in expense, and
the various departwents will have to be
controlled and managed by the particalar
experts in the departments. Therefore, I
do not see the necessity of having three
Comnnissioners. I would rather leave the
responsibility, so far as it goes, with the
Minister for Railwaysand the Government,
because I do not think the responsibility
is going to be taken fromn the Ministry.
The Government will have to be re.
sponsible to Parliament. That is my
view of it. T would leave the farther
responsibility in the hands of one Com-
missiouer instead of three; at least I think
80, without going further into details and
seeing the Bill. I do not propose to deal
at any length with the very vexed question
of the Coolgardie Water Scheme. As a
matter of fact, I have not read the report
of the Royal Commission. I have glanced
through it to a certain extent, and it
seems to me that there are some appulling
revelations in that report. I may say at
once—but the vpinion is not a new one—
that during the whole time of the con-
struction of the Coolgardie Water Scheme
the Government made un egregious
mistake and continued it, when they
carried un these works, excepting the dam,
departmentally instead of by contract.
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I think the whole of the works, except
the Mundaring dum, should have been
carried out by contract rather than by
departmental day labour. Thousands of
pounds would have been saredand thework
would have been completed long ago, and
the water would have been at Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie by now, instead of being
only half-way there. We are promised
an amendmwent in the constitution, and
the Premier, when delivering his political
speech in the Town Hall, went g little
into the details of the question. Person-
ally, I think it is very undesirable to be
frequently tampering with and changing
the constitution. It should be touched
as seldom as possible. In a very few
words I desire to say, although I think
it 18 undesirable, I am afraid, to a certain
extent, in regard to a redistribution of
seats the question of population will have
to be taken into account. But the
redistribution must not be on a popula-
tion basis solely or nearly. The various
industries of the State, from the North-
West to the Hast, must be considered
and bave full and fair representation.
With regard to the number of members
and the saving in this direction, the pro-
poaal, ot the present time, is not one that
will meet with iy support—the proposal
being to reduce the number of members
in this Chamber by nine and in another
place by four. If we are to have an
amendment of the constitution and a
redistribution of seats, I do not see any
very urgent necessity for them, This is
only the second session of this Parlia.
ment, and in the ordinary course there
will be another session and then an
appeal to the people, if not before that
time, then by a dissolution ; and it seems
to me, seeing that very little practical
business was done last session, it would
be wise on the part of members to
devote their attention to business instead
of to a dissolution, and wait for that
dissolution until next year.

of the question of the amendment of the
constitution. There is one question
that most members have rveferred to,

the Inter-State duties-—the dutiescollect-
able under the tariff of Western Australia
before joining the Commonwealth and '
known as the sliding scale, which hen. '
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In the '
meantime we could get on very well as
we are. We had better do good work
than upset the country. That is my view !

' Tariff is to be.
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members know has not yel come inio
operation. And I think it is a little
uncertain when it will come into operz.
tion ; at any rate it is not coming into
operation thie year. The bon. member
whoseconded the Address-in-reply alluded
to the increased amount of taxation that
had been collected during last year; and
it might be inferred from his speech that
the main cause, or one of the causes of
the increased taxation, was the continua-
tion of the Inter-State l'ariff. [ do not
desire to misinterpret the expressions of
the hon. member, but that was the infer-
ence I gathered from his speech. I do
not think the hon. member could have
given much attention to the question, if
that is his opinion. The present tariff is
the same that has been in existence for
severul years past. Therefore, what has
been collected under that tariff could not
have been the cause of the extra taxation.
If members look into the question they
will see very clearly indeed that the extra
taxation has been caused by the exces-
sively high tariff that was brought forward
in the House of Representatives, and
imposed up to the present time by the
Federal Government. That is where the
ghoe pinches. It is the Federal Tariff
that has been inangurated which has
caused this extra taxation on this country.
‘When we find on lots of articles an excess
imposed over our ordinary tariff of ten per
cent. on the invoice value to start with, and
an ad valorem duty of ten and fifteen per
cent. higher than our present tariff, while
on machinery there is a duty of ten to
fifteen or twenty per cent. bigher, it is
easy to see where the increased revenue
comes from and how the heavy taxa-
tion has bheen brought about. It
seems to me therefore, that it would
be practically suicidal to do away with
the Inter-State Tariffat the present time.
‘We must hold vn to it. It 18 the duty of
cvery member of Parlinment, in the
interests of the State, to refrain from
interfering with that tariff for the present,
and this for several reasons.* One
reason, and & wmost important one, is
that we do not yet know what the Federal
The Senate has pulled
the Representatives’ tariff about pretty
roughly, reducing the duties in many
instances. We can scarcely expect, how.
ever, that the House of Representatives,
as now constituted, will agree to accept
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the whole of the Senate’s suggestions. | shillings in his pocket; but it is unques-

We hope, nevertheless—at all events, I
hope most sincerely—not in the interests
of this State only, bot in the interests of
the Commounwealth, that the excessive
duties fixed by the House of Representa-
tives will be considerably moderated,
much as the Senate has moderated them.
‘When the Federal Tariff is finally settled
and we have lived under it for a year or
go, it will be time enough to deal with
our Tater-State Tariff. The bogey, as I
may call it, of high taxation, held up to
frighten the people, has nothing at the
back of it. For if we are paying extra
duties in this State, the fact remains that
everything here is on a higher scale.
‘Whages in every class of employment are
higher here than they are in the Eastern
States, and the whole of the Western
Australian people are much better off in
every respect, and particularly hetter off
financially—that is to say they have more
money—than people of their class in the
other States of the Commonwealth. I
have not prepared, and therefore do not
intend to worry hon. members with, a lot
of statistics; but T musu give just a few
bearing on my argument. 1f the Inter-
Stute Tariff, which is so much railed
againet by some people, had been done
away with during the last year, say from
the date of the ivauguration of the
Federal Tariff, what would have been the
result? Up to the end of Jast year we
have had nine months’ experience of the
joint operation of the Federal Tariff
and the Inter-State Tariff. Now, asup-
posing the Inter-State Tariff had been
abolished, what would lave been our
financial position? I have ascertained,
as nearly as it is possible to ascertain,

Inter-State Tariff; and the total appears
te have been practically £200,000. If
the Inter-State Tariff had been abolished,
therefore, our revenue would have heen
£200,000 less; practically £1 less per
head of the population. Some hon.
member may muintain thal had the total
taxation been reduced by £200,000, each
one of the 200,000 residents of Western
Australia would have an extra pound
in his or her pocket. I do not think that
contention will be advanced ; but if it be,
certainly the matter will he difficult of
proof. 1 question very much whether
the average man would have an extra five

; £200,000 less revenue.

tionable that the State would have
At the close of
the financial year ended on the 30th
June, 1901, we were £74,000 in debt.
At the close of our last financial year, on
the 30th ultimo, with the operation of the
Inter-State Tariff and that of the excessive
Federal Tariff, we bave, after defraying
the balance of indebteduness at the end of
June, 1901, a credit balance of about
£120,000. The position, therefore, is as
follows. If we had not collected duties
under the Inter-State Tariff, we should
have bad £200,000 less revenue, and
instead of possessing a surplusof £120,000
we should be at the present time between
£70,000 and £80,000 to the bad. I ask
hon. members which position they prefer,
in the interests of the country? [ ask
them to consider the matter not from the
point of view of their special personal
interests, but with regard solely to the
interests of the State. Not knowing
what the Federal Tariff will be, not
knowing what our revenue may be for the
pext twelve months, which is the better
position, to be out of debt and have
£120,000 to distribute in local works—
[MEMBER: Sops]—or to be indebted to
the extent of £80,0007 There is only
one answer to the question: we would
rather be us we are, undcubtedly. Just
a1 few more figures to show the position of
what I eall the middle class and the
working class. From the statistics of the
Post Office Savings Bank, I' gather that
during the vear ended on the 30th June
last the deposits in that bank amounted to
£1,534,000; the amount of the deposiis
for the previous vear was £1,383,000;

' so that practically there was an increase
the amount nf duties collected under the

of nearly £200,000 in the amount of
deposits in the Post Office Savings Bank—
deposits made, it must be remembered,
for the mujor part by the middle and
working classes. Does that fact go to
prove that the people are too heavily bur-
dened, that they are staggering under the
extsting customs tarif? 1 think not.
To me 1t seems to show the exact reverse
of that proposition. These people have
been enabled during the last year to
increase the amount of their deposits in
the Savings Bank by a little more than
the £200,000 which the Government have
collected Ly means of the Inter-State
Tariff. 1 think, therefore, everybody is
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“doing fairly well. Of course every com-
munity will always have some pevple in
trouble and io peor circumstances; but
this State, I consider, has but little to
complain of on that score at the present
time. Any industricus, healthy person
seeking employment and willing to work
can, I ain sure, find something to do at a
remunerative rate of wages.

How. R. G. Burees: There is plenty
of work.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: I am in bad
form to-night by reason of a severe cold ;
and I have said all T wish to say, and
possibly more than hon. members are
inclined to hear. T do not propose, there-
fore, to touch on the remainder of the
matters mentioned in the Speech.

Hoxn. R. G. Burers: What about the
Midland Railway ?

How. W.F. LOTON: 1 do not think
it worth while to discuss the Midland
Railway business at the present stage;
but I am prepared to give my opinion in
a few words. The Midland Railway
Company has « concession from the
Government of this State. Thus, there
are two parties to the business—the
Goveroment and the Midland Railway.
The duty of the Government is to see
that the Midland Railway Company’s
contract is strictly enforced. Farther,
the company should bhave wno more
agsistance from the Government.; rather
the reverse. The company has been
assisted too long and too much. While
it. holds its concession, let us see that it
carries ont the corresponding obligations
imposed on it. I have nothing against
the company, except that it hag lncked
up its lands and thus retarded settlement,
If the Midland people would work their
railway systematically and well, 1 do
not know there would be any reason
for desiring to take the line out of
their bands. The company ought to
ghow the Government, and I think
¢an show the Governinent—indeed, I am
not certain that it is not showing the
Government—that a railway can be run
more cheaply than under Government
management. I helieve the company is
making its railway pay fairly well now;
and if that is the case, it should certainly
afford more conveniences to the travelling
publiz.  Apart from that, I should have
been glad at any time within the last two
years to see the Midland Railway pur-
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chased by the Fovernment ata fair price,
but not an exorbitant price.  Unless the
property can be secured by the State for
a fair and reasonable amount, I would
ask the Government to content them-
selves with keeping the company strictly
up to the mark. T trust that during the
present session members of both Huuses
will give their best attention to the
measures brought before them. T am here
for that purpose. I hope the measures
to be placed before us during the session
will be as few as possible. The Govern-
ment would do well to devote their
attention to the effective administration
of the country under the laws already
existing, rather than to bring in a number
of Bills. There 18 plenty of work for the
Government to do. 'They will advance
the country’s interests much better by
careful administration of existing laws,
than by introducing a lot of new-fangled
measures just for the sake of passing
them through Parliament and filing them
away in the pigeon-holes, where they will
be duly forgotten. Of course important
measures require amendmentand improve-
ment from time to time, and I amn willing
and anxious to give carefvl attention to
proposals for the improvement or amend-
ment of existing laws, I sincerely trust
we shall not have a long and ineffective
session. If the work that comes downis
reasonable in quantity, we shall be able
to give it our bestattention. As regards
the Redistribution of Seats Bill and
amendment of the Constitution, I speak
with all sincerity when I say that I hope
the Government will leb the matter rest,
at all events for unother year. Isupport
the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

Hon, &, RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I think it will be admitted that there is
good reason why the Address-in.reply
should be debated at svme length. If
hon. members give their attention to the
various matters laid before Parliament
by the Ministry through the Governor's
Speech, the resultant advantage is that the
Government become acquainted with the
individual views of hon. imnembers on
many points of public policy. For my
part, I never regard the time spent in
debating the Address-in-reply as wasted.
Some very long speeches have been made,
and some very important statements have
been put forward, and some extremely
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severe criticisms have been passed in !

various quarters. T do mot think it
necessary to refer to the iniroductory
parts of His Excellency’s Speech. We
have all e¢xpressed our sympathy with
those who have sustained painful losses.
Those losses huve Leen painful not only
to those immediately aifected, but to the
public generally. I am pleased indeed
to hear so wide an expression of sympathy
in the circumstances which have arisen,
We deeply regret that His Excelleney
the Governor 1s about to leave us for a
post to which he has been called by His

Ministers. In bis new appointment he
will have to deal with problems very
different from those encountered here,
All the courtesy, tact, ability, and buck-
bone which Sir Arthur Lawley has dis-
played to such good purpese in this
State will be put to the severest fest in
his new appoiutment. From my know-
ledge of His Excellency, however, I have
not the slightest hesitation in saying that
he will be able to meet Lthose emergencies
which we may naturally expect to arise
in a country so lately the seat of war. I
am sure we are unalimous in wishing
every prosperity and all health and
happiness to him, as also to his good wife,
Lady Lawley. {Mzruezrs: Hear, hear.]
I heartly indorse the views which have
heen expressed by Mr. Loton on the
subject of an amendment of the Constitu-
tion. My feeling all along has been that
triennial Parliaments are quite short
enough, save in the most exceptional
circumstances, which certainly have not
arisen in this State. A three-years term is
brief enough for the life of a Parliament,
especially in the circumstances which
bave arisen during the last twelve months,
when there has been, as expressed in the
Speech, unstable government. We have
seen things tuke place which I believe
have been very seriously detrimental to
the progress of the country. And I hope
members will concur with me in express-
ing the hope—now we have the prospect
of a Governent that is able to command
a good working majority—that we shall
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policy put forward by the Government,
but I think the country generally—and I
have conversed with many persons who
are of the sane opinion as myself—think
that in the present Government we have
one prowising to do good work, anl they
should have an opportunity of displaying
their abilities and carrying on the gov-
ernment to the satisfaction of the people.
I trust that the efforts which are being
made, which have very much the appear-
ance of being attemipted for private ends,
and not from an earnest desire to bring

. about pure and good government, but for
Majesty the King and His Majesty's

purposes of party advancement, will not
be successful. There can be no necessity
for an appeal to the country before the
time comes when the Assembly will
naturally be dissolved. In ordinary cir-
cumstunces, with triennial Parliaments we
shall only have one year of really good
work, The first vear after the meetiog
of Parliument is always to a certain
extent wnsatisfuctory, und the last year
is generally devoted by mauy members
of Parlisment to the consideration of
what will best suit their constituents
when they have to appear before them
at an early date. Therefore I say
that in triennial Parliaments there is
scarcely one guod year for legislation.
I hope this Houge will set its face against
any unnecessary interference with the
ordinary and due course of Parliament,
and that they will support the interests
of the State they have at heart ; also that
members will let it be known very dis-
tinctly in other quarters what their
opinions and intenlions are, and I believe
it will have a very good result. I am
very pleased with the paragraph in the
Speech dealing with education. I hope
the Minister for Lands will take an early
opportunity of asking members of this
House to go along 8t. George's Terrace
and pay a somewhat extended visit to the
technicnl schools in operation there. I
am certain it will be a revelation to

* memberg to see what is heing done by

set down to earnest work for the benefit

of the country at large. I do regret to
find in certain quarters attempts made to
create trouble and difficulty already.
Members are perfectly within their rights

in raising questions on the matters of

the young people, and older people too,
of the country in technical education of
various kinds—carpentering, plumbing,
assaying, and carving work.

Hox. B. C. Woop: They will not take
boys in there. :

Hon. G. RANDELL: They have
about 150 pupils, as many as they can
take, and they are prepared to take
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another 150 if accommodation can he
obtuined for them. That only indicates
the success of the introduction of tech-
nical education in the State. I think
now such advantages are given to the
country it will be a disgrace if the young
people do not grow up superior to their
predevessors when they go into the world
and take up the business of life in
enrnest. Every opportunity is being
afforded the pupils of equipping them-
selves for life and the proper discharge of
their duty as citizens of the State. I was
very much surprised, I may say almost
disgusted, to see a very flippant remark
made by one who poses as a leading
politician with regard to this particular
paragraph. He spoke of the technical
educationasthecookery classes. Although
that is a very important part of the m-
struction, I am sure the Minister for Lunds
will bear me out that it is essential to have
young people taught how to cook to the
best advaatage, economically and for the
digestions of the husbands they may have
hereafter, and their children, if they have
any. I rvegret that such a remark was
made in reference to this very important
part of the curricolum of the technical
school, which T believe is being carried on
with very great success indeed. I think
we may congratulate ourselves on the
system of technical education. Iheartily
concur with the intention mentioned
of carrying technical education farther,
and taking it into centres where it is
likely to be of advantage in the different
parts of the couatry. True, it will cost
a conasiderable sum of money, but the
advantages accruing to the State will be
more than commensurate with the cost
entailed. In these duys of enlighten-
ment, when technical education is taken
up in various parts of the continents of
Europe and America, it behoves the
Epglish people, and especially Aus-
tralians, to be abreast with the best
practices followed in other countries. In
the future we shall have to depend upon
our own resources, and our young people
should be trained to use their eyes and
hands, and make the best of everything

that comes to them, so that it will be of

advantage to the Commonwealth gene-

rally. Although the Speech has referred |

to one or two painful events, there are
matters for congratulation to be found ia
the pages of the Address. I am pleased
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to notice that the Goomalling railway is
at last completed. It must he a matter
of satisfaction to every well-wisher of the
country that the railway has reached
Leonora, on the distant north-east gold-
Belds, and I hope we way be able to
carry ouf the intention expressed in the
Speech without unduly burdening the
community, to take the railway to Laver-
ton, which promises to De a very
important part of the gold - bearing
country of the State. I am also pleased
to see that ab last steps are being taken,
and I hope the work will soon be cul-
minated, to complete the railway to Nan-
nine.

Hon. B. C. O’'Briex: It has been 18
months on the road ; it is nearly time.

Hon. G. RANDELL: I am sorry to
think that there bas been something
radically wronyg, and that the line hag
been 50 long delayed. It seems to me
that Mr. Drew has put his finger on a
weak spot when he said that the railway
sleepers aud the materiat for the con-
struetion of that line had been carried
over the Midland Railway to their des-
tination instead of being taken to the
port of Geraldton. There may be an
explanation offered which will satisfy
hon. members; but there seems to have
been something wrong somewhere, that
this course was not pursned. Mr. Loton
has referred to the questivn of the opera-
tion of the sliding scale, and I heartily
agree with members who have said that
it would be a breach of faith, and dis- *
creditable to the community, if the
sliding scale were swept away. Mr,
Loton has given satisfactory reasons why
it should pot be, that without the
sliding -scale we should have probably
had a deficit at the end of June last,
instead of the surplus we have at the
present time. [ quite concur with the
hon. member when he says that it is not
that the population of the country are
feeling the duties levied, to any appreci-
able extent. The prosperity of the
country—the wages paid, the work going
on everywhere, and the employment
which can be obtained by everyone—
shows conclusively that we are not suffer-
ing from the collection of these duties.
Itis true we are collecting high duties,
but the money is spent on reproductive
works for the advancement and benefit

. of the country, preparing the way for the
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mcrease of population which we are
receiving from day tv day. It is highly
satisfactory to see the population of
the country progressing at such a
steady continuons rate. The addition of
something like twelve or fifteen thousand
souls, which is the immigration over
emigration and births over deatbs, isa
most satisfactory state of affairs for
Western Australia. I believe that in no
part of Australia at the present time can
it be said that the population is
increasing in the same ratio as in West
Avustralia. It will be the duty of mem-
bers, as well as of the Government, to
adopt such measures as will conduce to
a continuance of this state of things.
We must have population for the settle-
ment aod cultivation of the soil, and I
think every facility shonld be given for
the settlement of the land. Itisa step
in the right direction and should be
undertaken by the Government, and
heartily supported by the Parliament.
Hox. B. G. Burexs: At once?
Horx. G. RANDELL : Yes; at once.
No time should be lost. While speaking
on the duties of customs, I trust that
whatever Government are in power they
will keep a sfrict, careful, and scrutinis-
ing eye on the actions of the Federal
Government. It seems to me thereisa
disposition on the part of those in power
in the Commonwealth to ignore certain
States and to a certain extent to ignore
Western Australia. It is known-—and
I am heartily in accord with Mr. Burges
on this point— that I looked upon it as a
misfortune for this country at the par-
ticular juncture to enter federation; bunt
we did so, and 1 think we bhave been
taught some severe lessons. Through
the prosperity of the country we have
not felt the trouble. It is highly neces-
sary that the Government and aﬁ public
men should watch the actions of the
Federal Government to see in what
direction things are tending, so that
the functions of the States shall not be
usurped to the injury of their interests.
With regard to the public works
mentioned in the Speech, I think
some of them are of importance. 1
tbhink that referved to by Mr. Laurie is
of the greatest importance, and that
gsooner or later we shall have the
important work of a harbour dock carried
out. Whether the time has arrived to
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enter the London market for the purpose
of obtaining money for the construction
of a dock which will take the largest of
the ocean-going steamers, of twelve or
fifteen thousand tons burden, time will
show. 1 hope the Goverpment will not
be in a hurry to go to the money market
just at the present moment, for works
such as those contemplated require care.
ful consideration. I think I can gather
from what I have read in the newspapers
of the other States, that there is a
tendency on the part of the people in
London to look with some disquietude on
the borrowing propensities of Awustralia;
and that the term they have applied to
Australia is perhaps not altogether
inappropriate, the “ Gireat Loan Land.”
The last proposal on the list is for the
proviston of a waler supply to Midland
Junction, Fremantle, and the intervening
localities. This matter I regard as of
the fiest importance. I think above all
things Fremantle, at the present moment,
veeds a good, wholesome, potable supply
of water for her own inhabitants, and also
for the shipping which frequents the
port. The existing state of affuirs is not,
I think, creditable to us; and no doubt it
has a prejudicial influence on those who
vigit our shores in ships, and on the
persons who own those ships. While I
concur to a great extent in what Mr, -~
Laaurie bas said concerning the drawbacks
which we experience by reason of the
delays taking place, and in many other
ways, I think he perbaps omitted one
item in reckoning the cost of the extra
freights which we have to pay, and that
is the bulk of trude. Tt has always been
the case that where the trade of a port is
large, freights to it are lower than to a
port with a smaller trade. This factor
has gpecial weight in the case of large
ports which afford return freights. I
consider that no stone should be left
unturned to secure for the port of Fre-
mantle an enduring gocd name among
the shipping which frequents it, and I
trust the best efforts of the Government
will be used towards that end. I do not
think it matters much whether we call
the controlling authority to be created a
marine board or a harbour board. Every-
thing will depend on the provisions
of the Bill to be brought in for
the constiturion of the board. After
that, of course, maiters rest with the
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personnel of the hoard. I do trust,
therefore, that the proposals of the Gov-
erpment in this respect will be of such a
nature as to secure the cordial support
and co-operation of Parliament and the
mercantile business men of the com-
munity. The Goveroment will do well,
I think, in dealing with this important
matter, to take into their confidence the
merchants as embodied in the Chambers
of Commerce. In this way they are
likely to secure laws which will be easily
and readily administered, and admin-
istered not only for the benefit of the
ships, but also to the advantage of the
harbour and the BState generally.
regards the Midland Railway, my views
are in perfect accord with Mr. Loton’s.
I bave to point out, however, that we
must take great cave that any action we
decide upon regarding the Midland Rail-
way Company cannot be construed into
repudiation or injustice. I am sure
Parliament will inaist that the company
shall be compelled, so far as the law
itself is concerned, to carry out strictly
to the letter the terms of the agreement
entered into, and that it sball give all
necessary conveniences to those persons
who are obliged to travel on its line.
Bus it is probable—and I think we mnst
take this into consideration—that if a
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* company had not been formed for the '

construction of the line, the Government
of this State, at any rate for svwme years,
would not have felt themselves in a
position to undertake the work. There
seems to have been much ignorance, if I
may say so, with regard to the capabili-
ties of the land along the Midland line,
It had bren deseribed by many people as
desert lund, and the discovery that there
is a large area of excellent conntry along

Fourth day.

How. @. RANDELL : I heartily concur
in the remarks which fell from my friend
Mpr. Moss, and whicl: kave been reiterated
by severdl other hon. members, with
regard to the position of the late Mr.
’Conunor’s family. Notwithstanding the
report, issued by the Royal Commission
which sat recently, Mr. O’Connor deserves
well of this country for the magnificent
works which he had the courage to
undertake, and which he carried many
stages towards completion. T feel sure
he would have brought them to their
final and successful completion, but
unfortunately his death occurred. 1 do
hope the Government will take into con-
sideration the marvellous brain power
and knowledge which the deceased
gentleman brought to bear on those
extremely important works which have
contributed so much to the advancement
and prosperity of the State, and which
will react beneficially to the latest genera-
tion. The Fremantle Harbour, con-
structed in the face of the adverse
opinion of Sir John Coode, to my mind
exhibits the courage and also the skill
and koowledge possessed by Mr.
O’Connor. An engineer like the late Mr.
O’Comnor would not naturally be in a
burry te dispute the dictum of a
world-famed man like 8ir John Coode,
I always disagreed — and perhaps
I may be accused of presumption in
expressing my disagreement—with the
opinions of Sir John Coode in this connec-
tion. It is well known, bowever, that I
did disagree, and that I gave my reason
for disagreeing. Sir John Coode con-

" gidered that a sand travel on the coast

the Midland line is of comparatively .

recent date. If any means exist of com-
pelling the Midland people to either sell
their lJands or lease them on reasonable
terms, those means should be used.

How. R. G. Burcees: The company
cannot compete with the Government.

How. G. RANDELL: I do pot like
the word * confiscation.” T wunderstood
the hon. member to say something about
confiscation.

Hown. R. G. Burses: No. I said the
company cannot compete with the Gov-
ernment—cannot sell land on the same
terms as the Government,

debarred us from the ereation of a harbour
at the mouth of the river, I insisted that
there was no such thing as a sand travel
on our coast, and that all the damage
which has occurred in the harbour and
outside it wag purely the result of mischief
going on within the river itself. T am

" glad to think we now have at Fremantle

a harbour of which the people of this
country may be proud, and I hold the
honour of comstructing that great work
and carrying it to a successful issue
belongs to the late Mr. O’Connor.
Farther, his courage—and also, I may
say, the courage of Sir John Forrest-—was
displayed in coneeiving that gigantic
scheme, the Coolgardie Water Works.

. Mr. O’Connor, after careful and exhaus-
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tive consideration of the subject, wus able .
to give his approval to Sir John Forrest’s

conception, and to undertake the work.
That some difficulties have arigen in its
esecution, und that the recent Royal Com-

[24 Juwy, 1902

mission has furnished a report which, to

sav the least of it, iz very dlsqmetmg, is
not the fanlt, to my mind, of Mr. 0'Connor,
who I think was overloaded with work.
Great as was his intellect, and wonderful

Fourth day. 161

I take it, the last body which should have
a voice in the appointment of a General
Manager or Commissioner is Parliament.
When listening to conversations on
this matter, and when reading what
has passed in another place and what
has been stated at irresponsible meetings
on the goldfields and in other places, my
mind has naturally reverted to the old

: story of the man and bis son and his

ag were his skill and knowledge, be was, -

X believe, overburdened; and therefore he

had to trust to those under him for the -

execution of his ideas. On these grounds
I do trust the Government will do their
utmost to see that the family of such a
splendid man shall not suffer from his
inability, as I may call it, to provide for
them while he wae alive. Mr. O’Counnor
was of a moust generous disposition, and
assuredly his remuneration was utterly
imadequate for a man of such ability, skill,
and knowledge. The impression of the
Government and of the people generally
seems to be that the administration of the
Railway Department is not of a very
sutisfactory nature. If we had nothing
more than the information placed at our
disposal last night by Mr. Burges, there
would be good ground for holding that
something needs to be done, and done
quickly. Almost ever since railways have
existed in this State, there have been
complaints concerning the administration
and the failure to meet the emergencies
of the day and the reqnirements of the
trade created by a policy of public works.
In the early days of the railways, as is
well known, money wus scarce and hard
to get; a.nd, therefore, some excuse may
be offered for the parsimony which
characterised the Goveroment of the day
in providing for the proper equipment
and management of the railway system.
The deficiencies due to that unavoidable
policy of parsimony have, in a certain
measure, persisted to this day through
the years since railways were first intro-
duced into the country. Webavearrived
now at a point when the Goovernment to
my mind are justified-—I say this advis-
edly—in carefully considering what steps
should be taken to remedy a state of
things which can only be described as
disastrous. I consider Ministers have
acted, as Mr. Loton has said, quite within
their nghts, and have neither violated the
constitution nor flonfed Parliament. As :

ass. In connection ‘with Mr. George's
appointment, that story lius received, I
think, an admirable exemplification.
‘Whatever the Government might have
done, they would have been blamed. If
they had failed to appoint someone, or if
they bad appointed some other person, or
if they bad sent to England or America
for a wmanager who had had ezpcrience
in railway matters, still fault would have
been found with them by some people, I
think. To iy mind, it redounds to the
credit of the country that we can find
within its borders a. man considered by
the Ministry of the day, who have the
task of selection, competent to undertake
go important and I may say so dangerous
e task., I hold that Ministers have done
quite right. I have the highest opinion
of the abilities of the gentleman whom
they have selected, and I sbhall be
grievously and bitterly disappointed if in
the course of a very short time IMr.
George does not make some material
alteration for the benefit of the traffic on
our railways. I feel assured that he has
sufficient knowledge, sufficient backbone,
and sufficient energy to discover at the
earliest opportunity the weak spote in our
railway administration. T feel every
assurance tbat if only Mr. George be
given a fair and reasonable chance by the
Government of the day and the general
public, he will make his influence felt for
good in that highly important, almost
the most important, Government depart-
ment of this State. I do, therefore,
strongly protest againat the hard words
which bave been said as to his selection,
and against the endewvour to handicaphim
at the very start in his imporiant duties,
by the reflections cast on his capacity and
ability to mapage our mailways. Like
Mr. Loton, I am not in favour of the
appoictment of three Commisgsioners. I
do mot think much good has ever heen
attained by triumvirates, which 1 believe
did not prosper even in the old days of
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Rome. At any rate, I do not think they
are likely to prove a success now. But
with some additional powers to these
which were enjoyed by the traffic manager,
and with a well defined enactment on the
question, for which enactment we must
wait before expressing an opinion on it,
Mr. George's appointment as Commis-
gioner of Railways arouses in me the
happiest expectations. From my kmow-
ledge of the inner workings of the Cabinet,
I feel certain this important appointment
has not been made without the most
careful consideration. I am certain
Ministers considered the question of
opposition from all guarters to theappoint-
ment of a man residing in the State,
and especially & man who was a member
of the Legislative Assembly. In this
connection, I ask hon. members to hear
in mind that Mr. Paterson some years
ago was appointed Manager of the Agri-
cultural Bank while he wus a member of
Parliament, and that he hag been one of
the successes in Clovernment appoint-
ments. Ministers, in the full knowledge
that an appointment of this kind would
be criticised in the freest possible fashion,
would set about the business most deli-
berately and carefully. They must bave
been satisfied in their own minds that Mr.
George is quite capable of carrying out
their intentions and of relieving the
country from a state of things which con-
stitintes a discredit and a Janger, Now
T ask that hon. 'members will give Mr.
George a fair and reasonable opportunity
o prove bhis ability and capacity. Some
members have expressed the fear that
Mr. George, having been appointed for
five years, cannot be got rid of. I feel
little doubt, however, that there is some
machinery for terminating the engage-
ment if Mr. George does not discharge
his duties to the best of his ability and
to the satisfaction of the Government.
In such circumstances, there should be
no great trouble in removing him from
office. I do not for a moment believe,
however, that such a step will be neces-
sary. 1 shall be grievously disappointed
if Mr. George does not fulfil the bighest
expectations which the Ministry have
formed of his services. He will, I believe
I may safely assert, receive the cordial
co-operation of the officers of the depart-
ment, the higher as well as the lower. I
believe, also, that the large body of men
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constituting the railway employees here
are quite disposed to give him every assist-
ance and every help in the discharge of
his onerous end difficult duties. I only
hope the result of the appointment will
be such as to rewove all the difficulties
and losses and vexalious delays which
have occurred and are occurring in the
management of the railways.

At 634, the PresrpENT left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER (East): It
seems to be the practice of members to
address the House on the Governor's
Speech, and I suppose it is my duty to
speak, or it may be thought I am not
doing my duty to my constituents. I
shall not dwell long on the various
subjects touched upon, but shall express
my opinions cn each of the matters as
other members have done, or it would not
be known what opinions T hold. The
first paragraph deals with the vecovery of
Hiz Most Gracious Majesty, and T
rejoice at the recovery of the King. His
Majesty has commenced his reign in a
way that shows that he is the right man
in the right place; and it is the wish of
all his enbjects that he will be speedily
restored to health and able to do justice
on the throne for the good of his people.
I am sure the removal of His Excellency
Sir Arthur Lawley, and his lady, from
this State will be a matter of disappoint-
ment to everyone throughoutthe country.
I do not think we have ever had a
Governor in Western Australia who lag
generally made himself so agreeable and
Pleasant to the whale of the people of the
country as Sir Arthur Lawley has doue,
and his removal will be deeply regretted.
It will be a matter of comfort to know
that in going to the Transvaal, Sir
Arthar Lawley will have a larger field
for operations, and perhaps it will be
more profitable to him. Still, we shall
always remember that in this country
His Excellency was esteemed as a man
and a gentleman. The termination of
the African war is a matter for the con-
gratulation of everybudy in the English-
speaking world, and all must hope that
a Government will be established in the
Trangvapl which will do a great deal
towards satisfying the population of the
country, restoring rights to the people,
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and wiping out the horrors of a dreadful
war. 1 trust the services of the Austra-
lian troops will be no longer required. I
think they deserve credit for the active
part they took throughout the war, and I
hope the troops will now return to their
duties in this Siate, because many of
those who went to the war ought never to
have left this country; they would have
been better emploved in looking after
stock and attending to their farms. I
hope the war has not instilled into the
young men ideas which will not allow
them to return. Of course, there were
many from the towns of the State who
went to the war who would never be
wissed, and it would be a very good
joh if they stopped behind in. Africa.
With respect to the death of the late
Premier, I am sure all concur in the one
opinion that we deeply regret the loss,
and we sincerely sympathise with the
widow and family. We have all seen
how general has been the sorrow and
sympathy expressed throughout the
country. Paragraph 7 of the Speech
refers to the influx of population to this
country. Tt is a matter of great satisfac-
tion. We are glad to know that the
country is worthy of notice ; and I hope
those who come here will bring consider-
able capital. T regret extremely that the
Immigration Restriction Act has been
enforced in the way it has by the Govern-
ment. This is a blot on the whole of the
Austrelian Governments. I think Aus-
tralia should be free to receive emigrants
from every part of the world. We want
population and we want cheap labour;
the =zooner the Immigration Restriction
Act is repealed the better for the welfare
of Australia. It is a matter for con-
gratulation that our pastoral industry
bas escaped disastrous drought. It is
really pleasing to know that in this State
we have pever yet experienced a fotal
failure in any respect.

How. B. G. Burees: What about up
North ?

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: In the
coastal districts we have pever had what
has been an entire failure, and although
we admit this country is not so rich as
some of the other States, we can con-
gratulate ourselves upon having more
certain and reliable seasons. There is a
great deal to be dome by energy and
exertion, and we shall be able to make
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our country capable of producing much
greater quantities of stock and produce.
Clause 8 refers to the resignation of Mr.
Jobn Davies; and I say candidly I do
not think the country lost anything by
bis resignation. I think he is well out
of the country, end I think it would have
been a benefit to the country if he had
left before he did. Mr. Davies put every
tmpediment he could in the way of pre-
venting certain railways being constructed
for the developmeut of the country,
becanse the proposal did oot emanate
from him. T bave heard this from a very
good and reliable source; and I know he
was 2 thorn in the side of the late
Engineer-in-Chief. This is the reason
that the construction of many lines of
railways was not carried out.

Tur Presipext: The hon. member
should not speak in that way of 2 man
who i8 now out of the country.

Honx. C. E. DEMPSTER: I have
already expressed all I have to say on
that matter. With respect to the appoint-
ment of Mr. George, I may say that I
have kaown that gentleman for many
years, and I think it is only right for
every hon. member to say honestly what
he thinks of the appointment. I think
Mr. George i1s a man of large and varted
experience. Certainly he hus had some
experience in railway matters, and in a
business connected with railways, timber
companies, and other industries in this
country. He has carried on a busines
profitably to himself and those connected
with it. Tn matters appertaining to the
welfure of the country and to anything
else we should look somewhat to what
one has done in the past; and if a man
has been able to do good for himself in
the past we should not take it for granted
that he is not a desirable man to manage
affairs in the future. It seems to me, a
man with intelligence and ability who
has got on for himself can do good for
the country when put into an important
position such as Mr. George has been
appointed to. It is argued that Mr.
George'suppointment should nothave been
made without the approval of Parliament.
Everyone, I tbink, will admit that the
position to which Mr. George has been
uppointed is one of the most important,
perhaps the most important, ever created
in this State. The position of Commis-
sioner of Railways under the conditions
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contemplated willcarry with it afar bigher
degree of respomsibility than has ever
attached to it hitherto. On this ground,
1 think it would have been wise to obtain
the prior approval of Parlisment for the
appointment. I must say, however, from
my personal knowledge and from what I
hear of Mr. George, that I believe him to
possess the ability to manage men, and
also a degree of tact and good sense
which will probably render him better
guited to his new position than any man
likely to be obtained elsewhere. There is
an old saying, ‘ Better deal with the
devil vou %know, than the devil you
don’t kuow"” ; and I think that saying
will probably apply in the present case.
1 sincerely trust and believe that Mr.
George will not disappoint those who
have placed him in so important a
position I know him to be a conscien-
tious man, and I am certain he will do
his level best to bring about a satisfactory
state of affairs in the Railway Depart-
ment. Undoubtedly, railway matters
require a vast deal of supervision and in
many respects radical alteration. Many
of the practices obtaining in the depart-
ment at the present time are not calcu-
lated to render the working of the rail-
ways profitable. For example, I have on
several occasions observed that a long train
of perhaps 80 or 40 carriages is run all
the way from Perth to Midland Junction,
carrying perhaps not more than a dnzen
passengers. The question arises in my
mind, whether it is wise to drag so large
a number of carriages from Perth to
Midland Junction and back again, when
so0 few passengers are to be conveyed.
Surely the resulting wear and tear to the
rolling-stock and to the line is in a large
measure unnecessary. The thing cer-
tainly looks to me like mismanagement.
Farther, I cannot regard as satisfactory
the methods adopted for the transit of
trucks. Trucks are conveyed from the
stations to which they have been
consigned to Perth, and are then taken
back again. before being handed over to
those who require them for the purpose
of conveying produce to market. 1In this
direction there has undoubtedly been a
good deal of mismanagement. I feel,
bowever, that it is wrong to be hasty in
commenting on these matters. The rail-
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greatest difficulty mapaged in such a
fashion as will give satisfaction to every-
body. At the same time, T do think
that under judicious management by
qualified and responsible men many of
the existing difficulties may be overcome.
The appointment of two additional Com-
missioners will involve the country in
heavy expense, and I for my part am
inclined to doubt whether their appoint-
ment, is really necessary. Could not one
man placed in full control of the railways
adjust whatever matters reqnire adjust-
ment, without the assistance of two other
Commissioners ? It seems to wme only
reasonable to suppose that such wight
prove to be the case in this State at the
present.time. I do not think the country
gshould be ealled on to bear the
enormous ¢ost of maintaining two addi-
tionn]l Commissioners, It wmust be
the sincere hope of all hon. members that
the political turmoil which characterised
the last session will not prevail during
the present one, and that the Govern-
ment now holding office may remain in
power for some time. It is but bare
justice to give the new Premier and his
Ministers an opportunity of showing
whether they can carry on the Govern-
ment of the State advantageonsly. We
should show our confidence in the present
Adwinistration, and we can best do this
by placing the fewest obstacles in the
way of Ministers, as well as by rendering
them every possible assistance. I say
candidly that I would rather have seen a
man of more matuie years occupying Mr.
James’s position. The experience bLe is
now gaining will, however, be of con-
siderable benefit to that gentleman, who
I trust will at al} times be willing to be
guided by the experience of those whom
he knows to be capable of advising him.
Mr. James must also rewember that it
will be his duty, as Premier of Western
Australia, to advance the interests of the
State generally, and not those of one
section of the community alone. Here,
I think, I indicate a mistake our mew
Premier has been apt to make during his
past career. Mr. James has, at times,
seemed to forget that the general interest
was committed to his care as a legislator,
and not the interest of any particular
section. T trost that now he is Premier

ways constitute a very large department, | he will do all in his power to advance the

which necessarily 1s only with the |

common interests of the State, On the
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guestion of civil service reform I have
not much tosay. I believe the gentlemen
appointed to deal with the question will
give every satisfaction to the State. Cer-
tainly, we should all be reassured by the
kunowledge that the State departments
are being properly adininistered. As
things are, it must be difficult for the
Civil Service Cowmmissioners to know
where their investigations ought to begin,
and where they onght 10 end. My view
is that the Commissioners should go to
the head of each department and ascertain
the number of his st ff, and what each
member of the staff has to do. After that,
they mnght look into the duties and
requirements of the staff, and see whether
there is any over-manning or under-pay-
ing. I recognise that the Commissioners
have a most difficult, arduous, and respon-
sible duty to perform; and I trust thev
will perform it judiciously and with tact.
The observations in the Speech on the
educational system of the State do not
call for much comment. T ynite coneur
in the remarks made by my friend Mr.
Burges as to the importance of securing
good and efficient men as instructors.
We need nol only wen who can teach
their pupils to read, write, cipher, and all
that sort of thing, but men who will be
in a position to give some attention to the
moral education of the children under
their care, men whe will endeavour to
teach their pupils to be good, to be true,
and to be faithful to each other. There
is at the present time a widespread move-
went towards equalisation and equality.
Now, what can more tend to bring people
together and to produce social peace and
nnity than the bringing up of children in
the way they should go? All children,
I think, shonld be taught in the schools
to be truthful and honest, and to do
by each other as they would be done
by. These matters are at present much
neglected in all our schools. Too much
regard is paid to the prejudices of the
vurious denominations. To my mind the
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religion which will not allow instruction -

of the nature I have indicated to be
imparted is not worthy of the name of
religion. I do not believe that any
sensible religious man would object to
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State, or indeed in every school of the
world, what a different world this would
be! Unity and good feeling would pre-
vail amongst all men. The proposal to
estublish a school of mines has my
approval, since such an institution will
undoubtedly result in great benefit to the
whole State; as would also a school -
where employments of every useful de-
scription might be taught to young people.
The teaching of agriculture in all its
branches ia particularly desirable, and
young people should in all respects be
brought up to understand that they have
their way {0 make in the world, that no
useful employment is disgraceful, and
that it is necessary they should follow up
some course of instruction which will
enable them to gain an honest livelihood.
There is no need for me to say much
concerning the Fremantle Harbour Works.
The Ikmowledge that these works are
waking satisfactory progress towards
completion must be a source of gratifica-
tion to every member of the community.
At one time, it was considered almost
impossible to muke a harbour such as we
now see at the mouth of the Swan. Cer-
tainly we never dreamed that we should
accommodate the number of vessels now
lying along the Fremantle wharves. We
know that those vessels can come in and go
out in the space of a few hours, whereas
in the olden time these matters occupied
days. The harbour may, therefore, be
regarded as a great convenience to the
shipping, and also as a credit to the State.
I do not think we can do belter than to
follow the lines laid down by Mr. Laurie
for the formation of a bourd of manage-
ment for the harbour and the wharves.
Undoubtedly, Mr. Laurie has bad vast
experience in these matters, and therefore
his advice is well worthy of econsideration
by members of this House. Next 1 come
to paragraph 14 of the Speech, which
refers to theconstructionof the Goomalling
railway. I wish to record my firin belief
that the State will never have occasion to
regret the construction of this line, which

' opens up an enormous area of agricultural

the pupils of every school being taught to

be truthtful and honest, and to do their
duty by each other. If these principles
were inculcated in every school of this

land occupied by selectors who are work-
ing it in & most satisfactory manner, I
dare say the Minister for Lands is well
aware of the enormous acreage occupied
as farming land along that Jme. There
is a still larger area of the same description
of country lying to the north-eastward and
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castward of the terminus of the line, | land.

which 1 trust will at an early date be
extended some distance farther. No one
interested in agriculture can fail to be
gratified at seeiny under cultivation an
area which prior to settlement way mere
forest land, covered with thickets and
‘bearing not a blade of grass. Such
country when cleared becomes some of
the richest agricultural and pastoral land
to be found in the State, even far superior
to land in other agricultural districts of
which we hear much more. I consider
the agricultural prospects of the State,
therefore, to be of the brightest nature.
I look forward to the eountry I have
described becoming the Ubest wheat-
growing land in the whole of the
Bastern Districts. It will, however, cost
a good deal to clear and fence. More-
over, before anything can be done with
the land, water must be conserved.
‘Water, indeed, i8 necessarily almost the
first consideration; and 1 think it would
be in the interests of the State if the
Government did something to help settlers
in thaf, respect. Wherever there is 4 large
area of forest country capable of being
converted into good agricultural land, the
first thing the Government should do is
to conserve water for theuse of intending
settlers. Country of this description is
not, of course, suitable for settlement by
men who have nothing : it must be taken
up by those who have a little money to
start with. Water is the first require.
ment, fencing coming next, and then ring-
barking. After the land has been ring.
barked for one year it can be cleared at
a trifling cost. The land I refer to
should in the near future become one of
the most valuable assets of the State.
Considerations of this nature enable one
to appreciate what a serious drawback it
is to the comwmunity that the whole of the
lands held by the Midland Railway Com-
pany are not thrown open for selection.
A large portion of that company’s lands
in the vicinity of the railway is still unim-
proved. The Midlaud lands consist mainly
of forest country, which in the past was
mistakenly regarded us elwost valueless.
Now, as we all know, forest land has
proved itself the best in the State,
although to cleav it and render it fit for
cultivation takes some time. Every
encouragement, I consider, should be
given to selectors taking wup forest
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In particular they should be
assisted in obtaining a water supply,
so that they can make a speedy
start oo the clearing of their land.
Referring to the Leonora railway, I am
sure the information contained iv the
Speech will be satisfactory to mewmbers.
The line will give an impetus to the
mining industry in that district, and
enable, perhaps, farther discoveries to be
made, as no doubt there is valuable gold.
bearing country which has nut yet been
tapped. The construction of the Nannine
line, we are told, was delayed through
want of rails, and we now find that the
construction of aull these lines was delayed
for want of rails. Why should this be
the case? When a line is surveyed and
the contract let, the department ought to
have the rails and material ready for the
work. The importance of baving all
works carried out by contract is brought
prominently before us. The contractor
has to complete thie work within a certain
time, and he will see that he has the rails
and the necessary material provided,
while the Government never do. The
Government generally keep works idle
for a long time because they have not the
material to go on with, T am glad that
the Goomalling railway has heen com-
pleted, and I do not think the fault lay
with the contractors. It was a cheap
line, und should have been constructed in
six months instead of two years. From
our experience of the Coolgardie Water
Scheme we have every reason to be
satisfied as far as the suceess of the
scheme goes, but the report which we
have had laid before us is not at all
satisfactory. It shows ithat by mis-
managemeot this work will be suddled
with an unnecessary additional cost of
over £50,000, and I amw sure this will be
a matter to be regretted throughout the
State. There is not the alizhtest doubd
that there is serious canse for dissalis-
faction, considering what is revealed in
connection with the ecarrying ocut of
this scheme. I trust that the farther
workk will be completed without mis-
takes of the kimd which have been
made, and that the whole State will
derive the benefit which it is supposed
it will do from the scheme. We know
in the first instance there will be an
enormous saving in the supply of
water to the trains running to the gold-
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fields.
been a great handicap to the profit of the
railways. Not only have the trains to
carry water to take them to Menzies, but
they have to take sufficient water to bring
them back aguin. This, to & large extent,
prevented the lines from paying. By the
Coolgardie Water Scheme this expense
for the railways will be avoided, and a
permanent supply of water will be pro-
vided for the goldfields geperally. I
hope the work will be found to be repro-
ductive in every sense of the word. With
respect to the reticulation, I think that is
a matter which will require consideration
when brought before us. It appears to
me that this will be a matter more for the
towns to undertake than for the Govern-
ment. If the water were supplied in one
large reservoir near a town, then I think
the duty of the Governmeant has ceased,
and the muaoicipalities should consider
the distribution of the water. T now
come to the proposal to iuvite Sir John
Forrest to attend and open this water
scheme. T am sure his presence on that
occagion will give great pleasure through-
out the country ; everyone will be very
glad to see him, and the movement will
receive general approval from both
Houses of Parliament, as well as from
the country as a whole. I now come to
a question which has already received a
great deal of consideration from members,
the lamented death of the Engineer-in-
Chief, to whom the country owes an ever-
lasting debt of gratitude. The harbouor
works at Fremantle will be a lasling
memorial of his great ability, and I think
also we should give to him a large share
of credit for the way in which the work
in connection with the Coolgardie Water
Scheme was initiated.

Tae PresmoENT: The hon. member
must not read his speech.

Hov. C. E. DEMPSTER: 1 am not
reading.
of the Addn ¢y which I hold in my hand.

(24 Jury, 1802.]

In the past the want of water bas °

T am simply looking at a copy

There is not the slightest doubt that the -
work in connection with the Coolgardie

Water Scheme received the most careful
atteotion of the late Engineer-in-Chief.
I simply concur with the remarks which
have been made by Mr. Moss as to the
duty of the House in taking into con-
sideration the great indebtedness of the
State to the late Engineer-in-Chief, and
when the matter is brought before us we

. sustatned.

Fourth day. 187

should consider the widow and awily of
the man who bas done so much for the
welfare of the country. It will be our
duty to show that we appreciate his
work, and not leave his relatives desti-
tute. I am quite sure from facts that
have come under my notice before his
death that the late Mr. O’Connor was
one of the most conscientions men in the
employ of the servicee He was con-
scientious and right-minded, and a man
whose ability could not be surpassed. I
think I have touched upon almost every
subject in the Governor's Speech; there-
fore, T will not tire hon. members farther.
I trust that throughout the whole of the
session we shall work in unity, and pass
measures that will be caleulated to
advance the interests of the country. I
have wuch pleasure in supporting the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
A, Jameson) : I can scarcely traverse the
whole of the arguments which have been
used in regard to the subjects dealt with
in the Governor’s Speech. The remarks
have been highly controversial and cou-
tentious. I congratulate hon. members
on the admirable debate we have had
during the last few days, and the new
matter that has been brought forward,
which I am sure members of the Govern-
ment will” value and take advantage of.
I thoroughly agree with Mr. Randell in
stating that when members come together
for the first time after a long vacation it
is desirable that the Government should
be made acquainted with the various needs
of the country to which they have given,
attention during the recess. The Address-
in-reply gives an opportunity for that
purpose, and not merely to deal with the
questions appearing in the Speech, but
also to bring forward any fresh matters:
it is a unique occasion, and one which
should never be neglected. I say, as
Ieader of the House, [ value very much
the expression of opinions from members,
particularly with regard to any fresh
matters that are brought forward. Asto
the Speech itself, I need not weary mem.
bers by making any remarks on the first
few paragraphs, as they deal with matters
of congratulation and matters of decp
regret on which we are entirely at one.
Every member has shown that he feels
very greatly the loss which the State has
In regard to paragmph 8
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which deals with railway matters, that
appears to be the real boue of contention,
and I think members will realise what a
difficult question it is from bthe fact that
so many differences of opinion have been
expressed. This is one of the most
difficult questions the Government had to
face; for, as members kmow, for a long
period, perhaps for 10 years, the rail-
ways have been a constant source of
trouble in the State, and the complaint
which Sir Edward Wittenoom made n
regard to the shortage of trucks is a very
old matter indeed. One member said he
remembered the time: wher a Minister for
Railways was turned out of office, even in
his night-shirt, on account of his demand
for more railway stock. It was main.
tained at that time he had no right to
make a demand for more rolling-stock,
but that the railways should be adminis-
tered so as to show a profit. That was a
false step in the policy, and from that
time there has, no doubt, been trouble in
connection with the railways. When we
look at the question we see that the whole
trouble has arisen from this very thing,
the shortage of railway trucks,

Hon. R. G. Buraes: From misman-
agement,

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS:
‘I'hat is where the mismanagement came
in. It ison that ground we have had to
raise the rates, because if there is a
shortage of rolling-stock it means run-
ning overtime, which causes an immense
increase in cost in running the trocks.
Moreover, we have to pay the same
maintenance whether we have a large
rolling-stock or not. The fact of not
having sufficient rolling-stock on the rail.
ways has greatly decreased the amount of
traffic. Those who ¢an look back to the
beginning of our trouble know that it was
the question of the shortage of frucks
which caused it, aud on that account
largely the rates have been increased.
There bas been a difficulty also with the
eight-hours movement, but that is not so
serious as it seems, and does not increase
the cost so much as the want of rolling-
stock. Everyone wants to see economical
management ; that has been the object.
We must recognise that the fault does
not lie with the Minister of the day. The
Goveroment came into office with thie
difficulty, and it was one of the first
works of an honorary Minister of the late
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Government to order a large quantity of
rolling-stock, but owing to pressure of
work in Awerica and England this stock
was a loog fime in coming. Some has
arrived and the remainder will be here
before long, so then we shall be in a
better position to run the railways at a
profit and perhaps to reduce the rates.
At the same time our railway reveuue is
one of our chief assets, and if we allow
it to appear in financial centres that the
railways ure not paying, there will be a
difficalty in raising moncy at a reascnable
vate. It is better to raise the rates until
we can get economy in managemeut and
an increase of rolling-stock to enable us
to reduce the rates again. As far as
the objection to raising the rates is eon-
cerned, that has Dbeen rather a bogey,
and bas been worked up uwunnecessarily.
Of course, hon. members are aware—I
have perhaps already suid this-—that we
must get from the railways a return
sufficient to cover interest, maintenance,
and sinking fund. There cannot be a
ginking fund unless there is a profit;
the accumulation of a sinking fund is
dependent on the making of a profit. It
has been definitely decided by the Gov-
ernment, therefore, that the first charge
on the railways will bhe interest, the
second maintenance, and thirdly, if there
be any profit at all, sinking fund. This *
is all that is desired. The Government
do not wisb to make a profit on the lines,
but simply desire {0 see them managed
for the greatest good of the whele com-
munity. Now, a great deal has been said
concerning the appointment of a Com-
missioner, Mr, George. I think, or I
hope, I ghall be able to persuade hon.
members that in this connection at all
events we shall be able to claim their
sywpathies. I feel sure we shall receive
their consideration after they huve seen
our difficultics, Hon, members know
that when the Leake Goveruwent came
into power for the first time there was
no manager of railways. We had, of
coursge, our Minister for Railways; but
whoever has looked into the State wail-
way system will recognise and own that
it is altogether beyond the scope of the
Minister so far as management is con-
cerned. The Minister is not by any
means an experi, he has no technical
koowledge of railway working, and,
moreover, cannot leave his office very
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much. As a watter of faet, it i1s not
sound policy to allow the management
of the railways to devolve on their
Ministerial head, as was the case when
the Leake Governments were in office. The
Minister at that time had to manage the
ratlways ; for there was no manaper, nor
was there any Commissioner. I mayinform
the House that the various members of
the Governwent differed as to whether a
really first-rate railway expert should be
got, to manage our system, or whether 1t
should be managed by means of a Com-
mission. My owa opinion has always
been that in view of existing condilions
in this State, in view of the enormous
extent of our railways and the very large
nomber of important indpstries arising,
and farther in view of the labour
difficulties we have experienced, it is most
desirable to have management by Com-
mission, st all events for the present. A
Commission, to wy wind, affords the
readiest mewns of putting the railways in
thoroughly good working order. That
has been my opinion; but it was not the
opinion of the late Minister for Railways,
Mr. Kingsmill, at the time the matter
wasg first discussed. The Minister then
went to the Eastern. States principally
with the object of discussing there the
question whether u first-rate manager
should be obtained or whether a Com-
mission should be appointed. Mr.
Kingsmill interviewed a number of lead-
ing men in the East, and undoubtedly
came back primed with much infornation.
He returned to this State with a some-
what different view of the matter. When
he left, his opinion had been that the
better course would be to appoint a
manager; but on his return, having dis-
cussed the matter, as I say, with many
cxperienced men in the Eastern States,
he concluded that management by Com-
missivn offered the better chance of
success. At all events, a Commissioner
was appointed. We undoubtedly had the
power to appoint a Commissioner; and
8o the question arose whether we should
exerciss that power or leave it to
Parliament to say if a Commissioner
should le appointed or another system
of management adopted. True, we
might have consulted Parliament, and
if the decision was in favour of
management by a Commission, we could
have brought in the necessary Bill. TIf,
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on the other hand, Parliament did not
approve of a board, we could buve left
the mapagement of the railways in the
hands of the one Commjssioner. That is
really the position to-day. We have not
invaded the rights of Parliament in any
way whatever. This matter is really one
of great importance. In some respects it
reminds me of the conflicting views con-
cerning government held by the Anglo-
Sarxon races and the Latin races. As
liun. members ure aware, the Latin races
favour a strong executive administering
the affuirs of the country and taking all
responsibility. The Anglo-Saxon ruces,
on the other hand, are disposed to throw
all responsibility on the Parliament of
the day. I say distinetly, there is no
body of men better fitted for making
appointments of this wvature than the
executive Government of the country. It
is simply impossible that members of
Parliament should come to any agree-
ment on a question demanding such very
close attention. Y assure hon. members
that Cabinet spent a whole day in the
most careful consideration before decid-
ing on so important a step. Hon. mew-
bers must recognise that in appointing a
Commissioner we did not interfere in any
way with the rights and powers of Parlia-
ment. Parliament ig still at liberty to
say, “ We do not desire to appoint two
other Commissioners, and therefore the
Comamissioner who exists, whom you have
already appointed, will simply be General
Manager of Railwaye.” That is practi-
cally what it comes to : members are now
in the swme position as before the
appointment was made. The country
had formerly a Greneral Manager of Rail-
ways at £1,500 a year, and it has now a
Commissioner of Railways at £1,500 a
year. No doubt, the appointment of a
Commissioner relieves the Minister for
Railways to some extent, for he is not
now called on to place himself in the
position of manager of railways. I must
point out that Parliament hbas still
another alternative. Parliament may say,
“We want a first-rate expert to sit on
the Commisgion.” If bon. members hold
that view, they are perfectly at liberty to
obtain the services of an expert at £4,000
or £5,000 a year, and to appoint bhim to
a ‘seat on the Commission. These sums
of money, large though they may sound,
are of no importance whatever in view of
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the fact that the railway system handles | State to pay him an annual salary of
an aanual revenue of one and a half | £4,000 or £5,000 to come here and take

willions sterling. An auble man can save !

his salary often in a week. I have no
doubt, from what I have learned, that
Mr. (teorge has already saved his salary
twice over since be was appointed. It
seems necessary to point out, however,
that to obtain the services of a first-rate
expert is really a matter of extreme
difficulty. Of course, it is easy enough to
say—as has been said by some members,
though not perhaps members of this
House, and as has been stated in the
Presg—that all the Government had to
do was to advertise in India, Great
Britain, and America, in order to secure
the services of a first-rate railway expert
at £4,000 or £5,000a year. Now, really,
what a very unpractical suggestion that
ig! Suppusing we had advertised for
a railway expert at £4,000 or #£5,000 a
year, how may replies do hon. members
suppose we should have had? Why,
we would have been compelled to keep
a large staff of clerks employed for a
month or six weeks in opening letters of
application. The vesponse to an adver-
tisement offering terms of such a royally
munificent desecription would have been
absolutely boundless. The only means
of securing an expert from India, Great
Britain, or America, would have been to
send a first.rate man to those countries for
the purpose of procuring applications
which would be really suitable. But it
is by no means certain that we should
get the kind of expert we require in
Englapd. The munager of such a rail-
way as that between Liverpool and Man-
chester is, without doubt, highly skilled
in the tmunsport of enormous quantities
of freight over short distances as rapidly
as possible. The working expenses of
such a line are enormous ; but, compara-
tively speaking, the high expense rate
does not matter, because the tremendous
population implies a tremendous amount
of traffic. A man trained to that style
of management, it must be seen, would
be practically valueless in o new country
such as this, where the conditions are
altogether unlike those obtaining at
home. In acompact country like Eng-
land, where the traffic is practically com-
pressed into a mere nutshell, a man does
not acquire the kind of experience which

\
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charge of a railway usystem like ours,
the cirenmstances of which ave so vastly
different from those of the system to
which he has become accustomed. Such
a railway expert, indeed, would be prac-
tically of no use to us. The chances are
that an English railway experl would
prove an utter failure in guch a country
a8 Western Australia. 1 admit that an
American railway manager might be a
guccess; but the demand for first-class
railway experts in the Eastern States at
the present time is so great that it cannot
be met; and if those States are unable to
secure the men they want, it is highly
improbable that we should succeed in
getting the man we require, since we are
really not in a position to offer such a
large salary as some of the sister States
would be prepared topay. As for obtain-
ing an American manager, the demand
in America for skilled railway adminis-
trators is 8o heavy that there is an ap-
preciable difficulty in filling vacancies.
Moreover, it iz just as difficult to
induce un American railway expert to
leave his own enuntry and come to one
of which he knows nothing, as to
induce an English railway expert to do
so. Hon. members will recognise, there-
fore, that the Government hadto contend
with exceedingly grave difficulties. We
considered the matter most carefully, and
then came to the conclusion that as we
had the right and power to appoint a
Commissioner, and as the management
of the railways waa entirely beyond the
scope of the Minister, it was advisable to
select a Cominissioner in this State; and
we decided to appoint one whom we
kuew 10 be a good business man, an up-
right man, and & man who had proved
during many years his keen interest in
the affairs of the country. We believed
that in Mr. George we had found such a
man, and we accordingly appointed him
to the position; and we believe to.day
that Mr. George’s appointment will prove
one of the most successful efforts ever
made by any West Australian Govern-
meut to improve the railway administra-
tion. I deprecate the unfair attacks
which have been made upon Mr. George,

: I deprecate the application to him of such

terms as “ greenhorn,” before he has had

ghould induce the Government of this | an opportunity of showing what he can
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do. Mr. George has been the manager
of a large and successful business in this
city; and the same qualities which he
brought te bear on the conduct of that
buginess we expect him to bring to bear
ou the affairs of the country; and we
believe he will prove a great success.
From my knowledge of what has gone on
in connectinn with this matter, through
and through, [ am as convinced to-day,
after all the arguments I have heard
against the appointment, as I was at the
titne it was made, that the Government
on this occasion have acted rightly. Of
course, the matter is one of opinion,
Naturally, I support the view I have
expressed, but I ask hon. members
gimply to take this view. The very
varied expressions of opinion on the
appointment prove that the disposal of
the control of our railway system is not a
matter easy to settle. Iask hon. members
to believe that the Government have acted
for the best interests of the country, have
used their best efforts to do what they
believe to be best for the country. I ask
hon. members to believe that, becaunse I
am absolutely convinced that there was
no ulterior motive of any description
whatever in the appointment of Mr.
George. An ulterior motive has been
suggested, but none exists. Mr. George’s
appointment had nothing whatever to do
with his being & member of Parliament.
Mr. Randell has already pointed vut that
the appointment of one member of Par-
liament to a civil service post proved a
great boon to the country., [MEMBER:
That is ouly one instance.] The future
way show more instances. I will give
one prospective instance, selected from
this very House. I do not think anyone
will for a moment doubt that if a Harhour
Board is to be appointed for Fremantle,
a gentleman who gpoke on the subject of
harbour boards this afternoon would be
one of the most suitable men to sif on it
I refer to Captain Laurie. Iventuretosay
no one doubts that gentieman's com)lete
mastery of the subject. It does not follow
that because a man is a member of Par-
liament he does not possess expert
knowledge which would be of service to
the State. It is hard to say that a man,
because he is o member of Parliament, is
not fitted to take a ypublic appeintment.
Exception has been taken by some
hon. members 1o the following pro-

{24 Jury, 1902.]
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vision, expressed in patragraph 9 of the
Speech :—

Adequate provision, however, will be made
to leave with Parliament the full power of
controlling rates and of dealing with all ques-
tions involving the interests of the Railway
servants of the State.

As [ have pointed out already, the object
in appointing a Board of Commissioners
is simply to secure business.like adminis-
tration, purely to secure that the manage-
ment of the railways shall be carried on
in a business manner. There are, how-
ever, in connection wilh our railways
great questions of policy which ought
not to be put outside political control,
particularly in a developing country such
as this. For instance, there is the settle-
ment of our land—a most important
matter. Undoubtedly we must demand
—aven if we have te pay for the privilege
by general revenue—certain concessions
in favour of those who are settling
on our land. It would be an absolutely
suicidal policy to place the control of the
railway rates entirely in the hands of a
board, and to say that Parliament cannot
for five years or ten years, as the case
may be, influence rates in any way what-
ever. The adoption of such a policy
might mean the ruination of the country.
In a country of such enormous extent as
‘Western Australia, the necessity mav
arise for making the railway rates vary
according to distance; that is to say, it
may be found necessary to introduce the
zone system. At any rate, Parliament
may consider it advisable to make
gpecially low rates for the distant parts
of the State, which otherwise would
remain unsettled. I give this merely as
an instance of questions of policy which
should not be pluced outside the control
of Parliament. WNext, as regards the
interests of the railway servants of the
State, surely it is clear that if you
make six or seven thousund people—
which I believe is the number of our
railway servants—entirely subject to a
Board of Commissioners, you are practi-
cally disfranchising a large proportion of
the population: you are -practically
putting them beyond the scope of Parlia-
ment. BEvery man in the country has a
right to be represented in Parliament;
and there is no constitutional means, I
maintain, of putting any member of the
community outside the pale. Have these
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six or seven thousand railway servants no
righta?  Are they not to be permitted to
approach the member whom they elect to
Parliament and suy, “A great injustice
bas been done us by this Commission, and
we ask you to have it remedied ¥ 'Lhey
must have that vight, and it is entirely
beyond the power of Parlinment to
deprive them of it; therefore the Bill
creating the Board of Commissioners
must be framed in such a manner that
Parliament will still have a certain con-
trol, a8 a matter of policy, in every
individual case. Purliament must also,
ag a matter of policy, have control over
rates, so that the development of the
country may not be hampered. Tara-
graph 10 of the Speech refers to an
amendment of the Constitution Act. I
have listened most carefully to the obser-
vations offered by hon. members, and I
must admit T am mnclined to believe there
is not the same urgency for this maiter
a8 there was, particularly in view of the
enormous incrense of our population.
The State is certainly advancing very
rapidly. The rate of progress is quite
phenomenal, and undoubtedly if that
rate be maintained, a reduction in
the membership of either House might
be an unwise proceeding. 1 merely
point this out. I believe thie measurs
will be brought forward, but it will
be entirely for members of bhoth Houses
to say what shall be done. I do not
see anything in the Speech about the
exact numbers, but I know the ratio of
the numbers is 46 to 21. There is reason
in that. This Chamber being reduced to
21, we must also recollect that we, as
members of the different provinces,
represent large intevests—broud, general
interests. I{ so happens that the six
members of the Federal Senate represent
large general interests ; therefore we have
six more members which we have added
practically to this House in that Senate.
Then there are alsv five members in the
House of Representatives: they ave
elected by large bodies, and represent
large interests; so that in looking to the
Federal Parliament, we have mewmbers
there who represent similar interests to
those represented by members in this
Houze. When federation was being
debated, it was decided by many members
that there should be a reduction, and
many members are pledged to a reduc-
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tion, Many of those who hold seats in
other places have given pledges to reduce
the number of members of Parliament in
both Houses. They will have to carry
out their pledges, but if the conditions of
the State have 50 changed, that will be a
reasonable ground for their taking other
views. At the same time, the ratio of 21
to 46 ig a more favourable ratio to us
than exists in South Australia at the
present time.
MEMEBEE :
bankrupt.
Turx MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
regard to the civil service, I think every
member is in accord with the action which
the Government have taken as to the
appointment of a Civil Service Commis-
sion. I know the very first motion I
submitted when I joined this Chamber
was one for the appointment of a Com-
mission for the classification of the civil
service. I had some difficulty in getting
that motion through. Being a young
member at the time, I found great diffi-
culties in the way; however, I succeeded
in getting the motion passed. [ hoped
Commission would have been appointed,
but the views of the Government of the
day were not exactly the views of those in
power at the present time, and the
body which was then uppointed coan-
sisted of the various permanent heads of
departments and members of the Govern-
ment. As I asald at the time, the
Government may as well have put them-
selves into a basket and tried to lift it as
to appoint a commission of such a nature.
It was left for the present Government to
go into the matter, and I think we have
succeeded in getting some of the ablest
men to it on the Commission, for unless
we have a stable civil service, with the
constant changes of Ministries the position
of officials will be a very unfortunate one
indeed. TIn regurd to puaragraph 12,
dealing with the educational system, L am
glad members support what the Ministry
have done in regurd to that matter. I
think we cannot take very much credit to
ourselves on this question. The credit
rests with the past Government in having
secured the services of Mr. Cyril Jacksou.
I think our educational system compares
favourably with any educational system
throughout Australia. Only to-day I was
conversing with Mr. Jackson on the ques-
tion of agricultursl education. We have

There they are practically
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studied the question as it is carried out
in other parts —in Germany and in other
countries—and as we see mistakes have
been made in other States in the past, we
are trying to avoid them. Mistakes have
been made in having costly collages in
country districts carried on at great
cxpense, giving purely a theoretical
education, which is of very little value to
those who have to go out on to farms
in after-life and make a living. The
scheme we advocate is that of having an
extension of the technical schools in
various centres. Of course we shall have
a school in Perth to begin with, but later
on in outlying centres. In these technical
schools boys from 14 to 16 years of age,
or even 16 to 18 years, will be taught
theory, also to trv to observe and think.
This class of education is always valuable,
whatever branch of life one takes up.
After receiving the theoretical education
hoys will be in & position to go on to the
more practical work of agriculture when
they go into the country. We also have
a farther scheme, which is that when the
boys arrive at the age of 16 or 17 they
will go on to the experimental farma and
do practical work, and see how farming is
carried out on a practical basis by prac-
tical men who have a thorough know-
ledge, and who will be able to make the
farms » financial success. These farms
will cost the State nothing; they will pay
for themselves,and theinstruction received
will give the students more valuable
lessons than anything else. In this
echeme there are centralisation and
decentralisation; centralisation where
the theoretical knowledge is taught, and
after that knowledge is imparted to the
pupil, he will go to the outlying parts
of the Stute and visit the experimental
farms. For several years he will work
there obtaining an idea of what ran be
done in various parts of the State. The
Government have come to this conclusion
after a great deal of care.
it will prove to be perhaps the most suc-
cessful system that exisis in any of the
Australian States.
objections made by a member that in

the wark, I regret that we do heur that
stated.
be said for the complaint, but efforts are
being made to get over that difficulty in
so far as we have an admirable training
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college at Claremont and we ehall no
longer have to look abroad for our
teacbers, for they will be local produec-
tions, so to speak, The teachers will be
produced in this country to go to every
part of the State, and as soon as the
training school gets into thorough work-
ing order we shall have a valuable army
of teachers for our own work, and I do
not think we shall have to go beyond the
boundaries of the State. With regard
to paragraph 13, which deals with the pro-
pesed harbour board, I think, after the
very able address which we have heard
to.night from Captain Laurie, I need say
very little on the subject. He hasshown
us elearly that it is very desirable to have
a harbour board, and we intend to bring
in a Bill to deal with the matter in the
early part of the session. I can foresee,
I am afraid, that when the exzecutive
members to that board are appointed, we
shall have the same outery as usual.  Still
we will do the best we can to appoint the
most suitable men, and I hope members
will give s credit for our endeavours
made in that direction. In regard to
railway evnstruction, there is a good deal
to he said about that. Several members
think we are not advancing fast enough
in regard to our railways. We should
like to see the railways extending very
materially, but we wmust always bear
in mind that the duty of the country is
becoming very heavy. It is doubtful
indeed if it wonld be a wise policy to
extend lines other than those absolutely
necessary at the present time. The exist-
ing railways should be equipped as fully
as possible, and when we bave everything
in efficient order, then is the time to
extend our rvailway system. As to the
Esperance railway, that is the great bone
of contention on the goldfields. Al-
though I received a very hospitable
reception when there, still there were
severe strictures on my view in re-
gard to the railway to Esperance.

i The Esperance railway would be a great

mistake at the present time, and one of
the reasons I stated on the goldfields I

. will repeat now. People are leaving out
outlying schools teachers are not up to -

of their calculation the enormous cost of
the harbour that would be reguired at
Esperance. The late Engineer-in-Chief

. stated that the harbour would cost a

great deal, and if we construct the

. Esperance railway, we shall have our
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market in the east and our produce in the | labour.

west ; that is the objection.
Hox. T. F. Q0. Briragr: No.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

coastal districts, in place of being able to
produce largely as they are doing to-day,
will be robbed of their market. We are
getting more settled and becoming a
wealthy population. Butinstead of being
able to bear the brunt of the taxation,
which the people on the coast have bad
to do, the great brunt will then fail on
the goldfields population, whish will break
their back.

Hox.T.F. Q. Brimage: It does fall on
them to-day.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
you have money to expend, and we shall
require it sooner or later, the proper

ecourse iz to duplicate the line to the
Eastern Goldfields, and with the water

supply we now have we should be able to
run that line comparatively cheap. There
is one line I regret cannot be carried out

at once: I think Mr. McLarty mentioned

it in his speech. I refer to the Collie
railway, and I think it would be of im-
mense value if the first section of the line

between Collie and Narrogin, or between |

Collie and Kamballie, could be con-
structed ; not that the railway would Le
able to carry coal sufficiently cheap to
compete with the firewood at once, but it

would be the first atep towards bringing -

the coalfields in conjunction with the
goldfields. That is a policy which must

always be kept in view, because it will -

have to come about sconmer or later.
There is ome point which interests me
very much, and which Mr. Moss brought
forward in regard to co-operation; in-
stead of constructing railways by depart-
mental day labour, to have co-operation
in carrying out Government works.

Hox, R. G. Borers: Thatis only a fad.

Tur MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
18 not a fad.

Howx. R. G. BureEs:
system is the proper one.

THE

The contract

cities of Amsterdam and Paris this
system is carried out entirely, and there
one of the biggest trades in Europe is
carried on. He points out that it is
simply going in for a wholesale system,

instead of a retail eystem, of buying your ;

[COURCIL.]
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According to Professor Yves Guyot, the
great French political economist, in the -
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In the past merchanis have
gone into the market, and picked out the
varions goods they wanted. They buy
what they require and buy wholesale.
‘Why not buy your labour in the same
way ? Buyitand leave it to the labourers
themselves how they are to be paid. In
the Eastern States and in New Zealand,
where they take up the most advanced
methods in economics, this system is
being used to great advantage, and I am
glad the hon. member brought it forward,
and I bope members will think well about
it. Anything new of this kind is
always difficult to bring about: the
question should be thought out by
the various members of the House. We
really have to look to the thoughtful
men of the community to carry out any
pew system, and I am convinced this
would be of enormous benefit. I myself
have carefully studied Guyot's works;
and nany of his arguments in favour of
the wholesale, as opposed to the retail,
buying of labour appear to me very strong.
In connection with the Coolgardie Water
Scheme, moch has been said concerning
the arrangements for reticalation. Ihave
seen the Minister for Works, and he
assures me that every effort iz being
made to arrange that matter as speedily
as possible, that he has not by any means
lost sight of it, and that he hopes the
reticulation system will be completed
before the water is ready to enter the
pipes at Bulla Bulling. Hon. members
mway rest assured that although some of
ug do not take quite so sanguine a view
as theirg of the prospects of the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme, still we are doing
our utmost to have it carried through.
There ig one additional use for the water.
We find that we shall be able to utilise it
for pastoral purposes ; that is to say, for
the watering of stock between Northam
and Southern Cross. The matter is one
which rests with myself, and ) take an
active interest in it and am at the present
time using my best endeavours to make
all pecessary arrangements. In regard
to the late Mr. (’Connor, I can assure
hon. members that Ministers appreciate
highly what that gentleman did for the
State of Western Australia. Like every-
one, we felt his death very keenly. Ag
the time it occurred, we decided to assist
Mrs. Q'Connor in a slight measure. T
know it was the intention of the Premier
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of lhe day, the late Mr. Leake, to do a
great deal, althongh it was not actually
decided what was to be done, for Mrs.
O’'Connor aud the children. That matter
was left to be dealt with when Parliament
would be in session. The exact form
which the proposed assistance will take
has not yet been settled by the Govern-
ment; but every member of the Ministry,
I repeat, appreciates most highly what
the late Mr. O'Connor has agecomplished.
We appreciate the enormous amount of
work at verr small cost which Mr.
O’Connor carried out for the State. As
regards the Coolgardie Water Schere,
we rejoice to know that he. at all
events, is in no way to blame for
any shortconiings there may have been in
the execution of that work., It is most
satisfactory to learn from the Royal
Commission’s report that Mr. O'Connor
is absolutely blameless, and that any
reflections which have been cast on
him are quite without justification and
thoroughly wndeserved. Indeed, I can
hardly find words to express how deeply
we feel for his family, We have made
up our minds to udopt some means of
bringing the mutter before Parliament.
T cannot say more than that, becanse the
. Governmnent have not yet, as I say, de-
cided on the exact form which the in-
tended assistance is to take. I can assure
hon. members, however, that the matter
is not heing overloocked. I need not go
fully into the question of finance. It is
most satisfactory to know that our
revenue is such that we are enabled, in
some measure, to adjust the old stores
account. Such an account is difficult of
adjustment in the absence of a surplus,
and Ministers consider it desirable to use
at any rate a portion of the large surplus
now available for the purpose of such
adjustment. I am more than pleased to
find 80 many members agree with us in
our view that it would be a suicidal policy
to interfere with the sliding scale at the
present time. Indeed, I consider that
would be absolutely one of the most
foolish things possible. Undoubtedlr, as
Mr. Loton bas so clearly pointed out, we
are not yet in a position to say what the
Federal Tariff w11l be; and frow that, if
from no other aspect, we really do require
the revenue obtained under the shding
scale. 'We cannot see far enough ahead
to justify us in even contemplating any

{24 Juiy, 1902.]
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interference with the sliding scale. Such
interference would, indeed, be evidence of
a must short-sighted policy, besides con-
stituting, in some measure at all events,
a breach of trust. Irepeat, T um pleased
to find hon. members of this House ready
to give the Government a general support
iv that matter. Several members have
referred to agricultural questions. I do
not propose to detain the House long on
these, as L am only in a position to say
that the Government are making great
efforts to promote settlement in the
country. I have used my best endesvours
to master the subject as far as I can, and
I seeclearly that our first movement must
be to appoint thoroughly competent land
agents to deal with intending settlers
and show them over the land. Up
to the present, our land agencies
have not been satisfactorily managed;
and I have, therefore, put on the Es-
timates a sam of money to enable
me to reorganise the whole system of
agency, 50 that we shall be in a position
to show intending settlers from the gold-
fields and elsewhere over the land, and to
make plain to them the advantages of the
land. That is really all T have to say at
the present time in regard to agriculture.
Hon. members know that, as Minister
for Lunds, I am greatly interested in
agriculture. I way add thatIam actively
employed in preparing certain measures,
which I am not ready to detail for the
mowment, because they are in nubibus, so
to speak—not thoroughly worked out.
Reverting once more to the sufplus, I
wish to call atlention to the various works
to which it is to he devoted, It is some-
times urged by politicians that surpluses
constitute a danger, inasmuch as they are
liable to be fritted away in the distribu-
tion of sops. However, I do not think
the present Glovernment can be charged
with any such conduet. There is no sop
among the public works to which the
surplus is to be devoted. Certaiuly, we
are not assisting a class of people who can
belp us when we build a lunatic asylam.
1t is perfectly reasonable that such a
building should ‘be constructed out of
current revenue. Certaioly its cost is
more properly met out of surplus than
charged to loan funds.

Hon G. Rawpeni: Do not forget the
old proverb about * him who thinketh he
standeth.”
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Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Per-
haps it is well to remember that proverb
at this juncture. The construction of an
asylum has been in contemplation for a
very long time; indeed, it was spoken of
20 years ago. During the whole of that
period it has been continually suguested
that an asylum ought to be built; but it
is only during the last week the Govern-
ment were able to decide om a really
suitable site. As regards the improve-
ment to be made in gaols, I may observe
that I am not in favour of a large sam of
money being expended on the Fremantle
gaol, in which I think we have a very
good gaol. I know that gaol well, and
consider it will be thoroughly appointed
after sowe improvements have been made
in its furnishing and in other respects.
Mr. Moss has referred to various altera-
tions which have been made since the
report of the Penal Commission was pre-
sented, and I agree with him that good
work has been dene. I amn most anxious
to see the camp system, as it exisis af
Drakesbrook at the present time, largely
extended. The Drakesbrook prison camp,
T am pleased to say, is turning out a great
success. Thirty prisoners are there now,
and they are all doing good work. They
are improving in physique, and also in

[COUNCIL.)
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work will certainly tend to lower the
price of meut in this State,

Hoy. G. Rawperu: You huve a big
contract on hand.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
but we intenl to face it. The Govern-
ment having decided to take the wmatter
up, Mr. Kingsmill went carefully into it
in the Eastern States, and we have a
good deal of information on the subject,
into which we are are not plunging
blindly. I believe we shall succeed in
what we are attempting. Hon. members
will recognise, I think, that the under-
lying aim of the policy enunciated in the
Speech is to cheapen the cost of living
in this State. Hon. members will have
learat from Captain Laurie’s remarks
that the establishment of a harbour
trust or board of management will tend

., to reduce the harbour dues, and that

conduct, and I think they will be able to

leave ganl with a small return for their
work. This will give them the chance
of making a fresh start in life. Tn a
country of such vast territory as this,
there should be no difficulty in placing

prisoners in camps established in different

parts of the State.

Hox. R. G. BureEs:
the guano islands.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
can send them there, no doubt. There
is certainly 1o need to coop them up in
great buildings while there iz so much
work for them to do in the country.
The construction of uabattoirs, another
work to be defrayed out of the surplus,
is a matter of importance. The estab-
lishment of central abattoirs will un-
doubtedly assist in the- establishment of
a thorough system of meat inspection,
and at the same time will tead to cheapen
the cost of meat, inasmuch as the cold
storage chambers to be established in
connection with the abuattoirs will facili-

Send them to

~ and Crossland.

thus the cost of landing merchandise
will be decreased. That reduction in
cost will be for the benefit not only of
the merchant, but also of the consumer.
Again, we have taken much trouble in
connection with our Perth markets,
where another cooling-room is to be
built. We are bringing the latest in-
telligence from the Eastern States to
bear on the subject, and undoubtedly we -
shall do something towards reducing the
cost of living by improving the Perth
markets. We are also engaged in im-
proving the stock routes; and we purpose
to give every assistance, by and by,
towards the opening up of the harbours
in the great northern country discovered
and reported on by Messrs, Brockman
We shall open up
harbours there, and in time establish a
system of cold storage. TUndoubtedly
the prospects of the pastoral industry in
this State are Lright. All our efforts at
the present time, it will be observed, are
directed towards ameliorating the condi-

« tions of life in this State; not only by

tate the operations of small buyers. This

cheapening the food-supply, but alzo by
improving the system of education, and
generally raising the condition of the
people. I hope hon. members will give
us eredit for using our best and most
earnest, endeavours in this respect. A
good deal has been said concerning the
working of private railways in this State.
I myself was a member of the joint
committee which inquired into the
working of the Midland Railway. I
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have to-day seen Mr. Rason, the Ministcr
for Railways, Mr. Kingsmill, the late
Minister, and Mr. George, on the subject ;
and I find that certaioly something bas
heen done towards giving effect to the
recommendations of the joint committee.
Up to the present, however, it has been
found difficult in the cxtreme to enforce
all the eonditions of the contract, certain
rights havingy been waived for such »
length of time. We are doing our
utmost, and have the matter well in hand.
There is just one matter in covnection
with my department which I shall refer
to. If hon. members will allow me, [
will read the letter which I now hold in
my hand. As we know, an attack was
made—1 do not think it was quite a fair
attack—by Mr. Drew on the Lands
Department, which I represent as
Minister. That attack had no reference
to matters of policy. If it had referred
purely to policy, [ think I could have
answered the hon. member very well,
inasmuch as I ¢ould have shown that the
policy of the present Goverument in
regard to lands and agriculture is as
enlightened as that pursued in the past.
The attack being direcily on the officers
of my department, I mentioned the
. matter to my Uuder-Secretary to-day,
and he just wrote down shortly his views
of the position, und if mewmbers will allow
me I think it only fair that I should
give the information to them. Ifis the
only way an officer has of dealing with
matters which are hronght before the
House. 1 am sure members will bear
with me while I read the document: —

1. With reference to your conversation with
me this morning respecting delays in dealing
with applications and replying to letters, I may
say at the outset the smbject is beset with
difficulties, and ia one of those tronbles that is
always with us. I am far from being callous as
to delays and complaints arising therefrom—
they often cause me much anxiety and annoy-
ance—so that I frequently call the attention
of officers to the matter and urge them to do
their best to deal with matters prompély, and
g0 remove causes of complaint.

2. On the other hand it does not appear to
be reasonable to apply the ordinary business
practice of replying to communications to &
technical department such aa this is, which in
80 many cases has to refer to other departments
before acting, and where there are 80 many
points to be considered and pitfalls to avoid.

3. The principal complaints respecting
delays doubtless arize in connection with appli-
cations for land. Applications on being re-
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ceived from the head office are first handed over
to the collector of land revenue to receipt the
deposite ; he cannot pass them on until another
officerof the Audit Department hascheckedand
initialled the deposits; then they are sent on
to the land selection branch to be recorded and
acknowledged, and arve passed from there to
the correspondence record room for previous
papers or the starting of a new “folio” in
connection with each, T'hen they go back to
the land selection division to be carefully
examined, to see if land is vacant, if it ia open
under the section applied for, if the application
is in form, and various other points—ineluding
the applicant’s eligibility to hold the land
applied for; on all thesa points being disposed
of the application ia inked in on plans; if the
land is not surveyed a sketch for the surveyor
has $o be made; if it is within n pastoral Jease
the lessee has to be notified ; if the application
is amended in any way in the office, a sketch
has also to be made for the applicant, and with
most applications a sketech has also to be made
to send fo the district agent.

4. In addition to all this, if the land is
within mineral country, as so many of the
western district applications are, it has to be
reported on and referred to the Mines Depart-
ment before approval, and if within timber
country, it has to be reported on by the
Forestry Department.

5. After sll this, if everything is -satis-
factory, the notice of approval is filled in, the
rent; and term, etc., are entered on the appli-
cation form, and it is sent onr for approval,

6. It must readily be seen that all this
takes time, even if all this goes on smoothly;
but it of course frequently happens that other
issues ariee and the department has to cor-
respond with the applicant or others in connec-
tion with the application, which necessarily
caunaes further delay.

7. I do mot attempt to prove that our
department or its officers are perfect, but I do
honestly believe that we are conscientiously
doing our best. For my own part I might
mention that almost daily I have a batch of
applications, transfers, ete., sent home to my
house to attend to at night or before office in
the morning in order to save delays.

8. With regard to delay in replying to
letters, it must be remembered that in nearly
all cases previous papers on the same subject
have to be obtained before the matter can be
dealt with, and as other action wmay be pro-
ceeding on the same file, it is almost impos-
gible to avoid occasional delays, and then when
the file is obtained it is almost always neces-
gary to refer to some branch or department for
a report or information, and then the matter
may have to be submitted to the Minister for
a decision. Of course we only hear of the
cases where delaye have oceurred, and nothing
of the ninety and nine which have been dealt
with promptly—without special cases being
instanced it is impossible to say whether
delays were unwarranted or otherwise.

In connection with this matter, the following
extracts from a report I wrote after & visit to
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the Eastern States, in 1898, for the purpose of
inquiring into the working of the Lands
Departments in Sydney, Melbonrne, and
Adelaide may be of interest.

As an instance of the volume of correspon-
dence dealt with by this department, I might
mention that as many as 150 letters are sent
out in & day. One day lately no less than 170
were aent ; this is in addition to printed letters
and circnlars,

Thera was a certain grim satisfaction in
finding in the course of my inquiries that, in
each of the departments visited, they have
much the same trouhles and difficulties tacope
with that we have; complaints respecting
delays, occasional loss of papers, troubles and
law suits with selectors, ete., ete., all occur; so
far as I could learn no one of the three are
much better in these respects than we are;
therefore I regret that I am unable to recom-
mend any royal road through these and all
other difficulties.

Distriet Offices and Land Boards.—With
regard to district offices and land bhoards,
doubtlesa they are very excellent institutions
for saving the head office, und preventing con-
festion of work, but they are most expensive

uxuries (they cost over £20,000 per year in
New South Wales); owing to all the for-
malities to be observed, applications take as
long in being dealt with as they do under our
gystem, if not longer, and law suits, resulting
on the Jdecisions of the boards, especinlly in
Sydney, seem to be quite common oceur-
rences ; in fact, one clerk in the Sydney office is
kept constantly employed getting up the cases
for the Crown Solicitor. So, even if the cir-
camstances of our colony were such that the
system might be applied, these objections,
especially the one of expense, put the inatter
out of the guestion at the presant time.

Thus you see we are in a different posi-
tion from the Eastern States. I have
been assured by men who have come from
the Bastern Stales that they can get their
land here much more rapidly than in the
East. In regard to obtaining land, what
we want is security of temure. Time is
not the essence of the contract. Ifit takes
a, little while longer to see if things are
gafe and the tenure is secure, the time is
well spent. An application fakes three
weeks to a month generally; it is only in
special cases that there is any delay.
Members may say that in a certain
measure the Minister is to hlame in not
having sufficient surveyors. It is often
said that the Lands Department is over-
manned, but that is not se. We are up
to the extent of our strength, but the
block of work is enormous, and all are
hard workers. The work which is done
in the department is very good indeed,
and we may have to assist the officers by
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giving farther aid. T thank members for
having listened so attentively to my long
address, but there were so many suhjects
to deal with that perhaps I have taxed
their patience wore than they deserve.
At the same time T should like to thank
members for the very kindly expressions
which have fallen from some of them in
regard to myself. When I came before
members in the past as Minister for
Lands, I knew it was thought very doubt-
ful if I was entitled to hold that position
at all. One member esaid I was always
known as a physician and surgeon in the
State, and it seemed unusual that uoyone
in that position should have taken the
porifolio of Lands when the position of
Oolonial Secretary wonld have been more
suitable. But there were reasons for it
at the time, although I am uot in a posi-
tion to state what thos: reasons were ; but
it was thought, for several reasons, desir-
able that I should take up the position of
Minister for Lands. The late Premier was
very strongly of that view, and I took the
portfolio at his request. T thank members
for the kindly expressions which have
fallen from some of them in regard to the
work which I have dome. 1t was with
very great doubt and diffidence that I
tock up my position, and T say myself I
do think in some measure one las suc.
ceeded in farthering the land interests of
the State. It was said by many of my
friends that T was too visionary and not
sufficiently practical to go inte such a
department as that of the Lands. Cex-
tainly, I say I have vistons, but these are
based on very practical premises. Whea
one goes to the BSouth-West and sees
good land at the foot of hills, with
beautiful water ruoning throughout it
during the summer, where there is no
disease such as malarial fever, one has
only to look ahead to see a more popu-
lated country in the future, richly pro-
ducing the speciul fruits of the kind
suited to that country. And when one
goes to the Southern part of this country
and seps the waving fields of corn, it does
not require much imagination to look
forward to the time when that will be the
grainery of the country. Again, when
one goes North and sees the enormous
rich lands there, little orchards and oran-
geries springing up, one knows it must
be a rich conntry bearing the fruits of

' the earth. 1 can hardly think that these
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are visions in regard to these matters. I
see a time when we shail have passed
away, when u pgreat population will be
settled in this great countrv. I am
even so visionary as to think that those
marvellous shows of nature that we have
iz the shape of Caves in the South-West
will yet be an enormous asset to this
country. I lived in a city once where
there were 200,000 visitors every year who
came to sce the beauties of art, and T
koow from that there is an enormous
travelling population of whom, if we ad-
vertise properly, we shall get u fair share
on purpose to visit our marvellous Caves
in the South-West. These may be purely
vigiong, but so long as one’s visions are
hased on actual solid premises such as I
have stated, one cannot go far wrong. Tt
depends on us to-day whether these great
assets are o be used for future genera-
tions and for their benefit. I hopesolong
as I am in this State that I shall have
some part to play in farthering the inter-
ests of the country, and especially the
interests with which I am now associated.

ADOPTION OF ADDRESS.

Question — that the Address-in-reply
be adopted—put und passed without
dissent.

Tee PRESIDENT: I have to inform
members that I have communicated with
His Excelleney, and the Governor will be
pleased io receive the Address-in-reply
at 25 minutes to 5 on Tuesday afterncon,

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 915 o'clock,
until the next Tuesday.

[24 Joiy, 1902.]

174

Questions.

degislatibe HAssemblyp,
Thursday, 24th July, 1902.

Question: Coolgurdia Water Bcheme, Pipe Coulkring—
Question: Habbita Inenrzion, Fencing—Question :
Agricnliural Lands pear Esperunce — Queshons:
Esaperance Railway Project, Proposals for Construe-
tion, Survey of Hailway, Horbour Improvements—
%uesti.on: Police Mlownnce, Goldfields—Question .

ealth Boards (distriet), Elective—Question : Rail-
woy Commissioner, Terms of Agreament—Address-
in-reply, fourth day, adjourned -Adjournment.

Tur SPEAKER iook the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PravERS.

QUESTION—COOLGARDIE WATER
SCHEME, PIPE CAULKING.

Me. A. E. THOMAS (for Hon. F.
H. Piesse) asked the Minister for Works:
1. How many joints of the Coolgardie
Water Scheme pipes were caulked prior
to the 1st December last. 2, How many
have been caulked since that date.
3, How many of these pipe joints have
been caulked : (a), By machine; (), By
hand. 4, At what cost respectively per
joint. 5, How many pumpiog stations
bave been completed and fit for work.

Tar MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, 14,647. 2z, 24,758 (to 12th
July, 1902). 3 (a), 37,162; (b), 2,243
(to 12th July, 1902}, 4, Machine,
235. 8d. per joint. Hand, 26s. 2d. per
joint. (This cost includes the excavation
of manholes and laying pipes in trench.)
5, The first three stations are suffi-
ciently completed to admit of water being

pumped.

QUESTION—RABBITS INCURSION,
FENCING.

Mr. A. E. THOMAS asked the
Premier: 1, Whether any steps had
been taken to protect the land in the
neighbourhood of Esperance Bay from
the incursion of rabbits. 2z, Whether the
settlers East of Esperance would be given
facilities for the fencing of their own
holdings. 3, If so, on what terms would
the fencing be made available. 4, When
would any wire fencing be landed in the
State, and how much. 5, What amount
would be allocated for the above purpose.

Tag PREMIER replied: 1, Yes; an
inspection of the country around Esper-
ance has been made with s view to



